Dear All,

R.S. Thomas was a Welsh poet and church minister. Born in 1913 he spent
most of his working life in rural parishes in North Wales, before retiring in
1978. He died in 2000, leaving behind a legacy of 1,500 poems. Many of
these poems explore the hard lives of peasant farmers in North Wales, the
landscape and Thomas’ relationship with both and with God.
Thomas was a complex character, who was once described by the poet
Seamus Heaney as ‘a loner taking on the universe, a kind of Clint
Eastwood of the spirit’! Yet he wrote with compassion and tenderness abut
the difficult lives of those he ministered to. His poetry contains glimpses of
light and traces of God’s glory and peace. This is one such poem:
The Bright Field
Life is not hurrying
on to a receding future, nor hankering after
an imagined past. It is the turning
aside like Moses to the miracle
of the lit bush, to a brightness
that seemed as transitory as your youth
once, but is the eternity that awaits you.
In our busy lives where information and news can be so easily accessed,
perhaps we spend too much time hurrying by. With the promise of spring,
we may think about turning aside from our own busyness as Moses did and
consider what the changes we see around us and within as we allow God’s
world to speak.
To turn aside to the small miracles of the everyday that might otherwise
pass unnoticed.
God bless, Corin
Revd Corin Redsell
Priest-in-Charge, St Peter's Church
Curate Lordsbridge team of Churches
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Church News
Many thanks to all who gave so generously to our Christmas collections for The
Children’s Society. We will be sending a cheque for £713 to the charity and this
amount includes the Gift Aid we can claim.
th
Lent Lunch. Saturday February 28 12 noon to 1.30pm. We will be serving a soup
and roll lunch again in the Village Hall to raise money for WaterAid, the charity
helping to supply clean water to parts of the third world where water has to be
fetched and carried often long distances. Everyone is welcome to come and
sample the delicious soups on offer. We do not make a charge for this event but
ask for donations for the charity.
Anne Coulson
Barton Baptist Church

Now that the holiday break is over we get back to a more ‘normal’ pattern of
activities and events. Our Tea and chats are on the 10th and 24th. Do come along
for a time to meet local people, to catch up on the latest news and to be
entertained by witty conversation. We also have tea and cake! Apologies to those
who came along on 16th December. I am afraid there was a printing error. Each
Wednesday evening we meet for either a Bible study at the church or for prayer in
a home in the village. Please give me a ring if you would like to know more. As
Easter is fast approaching and we move into the period of Lent, we will be joining
with St Peters on the 5 Wednesdays in Lent, beginning on the 25th. Again, you are
most welcome to join us. The men’s breakfast is on Saturday 21st. It is held in the
pavilion, attracts a good crowd of men who enjoy a proper cooked breakfast, a
chance to meet together and listen to an interesting speaker. Do come along.
Ken Jones C-262583
Barton Christian Fellowship

Thank you to all who came to our Carol Service. We were able to send just over
£56 to Embrace the Middle East, a charity supporting projects helping
disadvantaged and disabled children in that area. On Wednesday February11th we
will be meeting in the Village Hall at 2.30pm, when our speaker will be Rev Bill
Dubocq. All are welcome.
Mary West
Parish Jottings
District Councillor Francis Burkitt

Francis wanted to highlight the Cambridge City Deal, it is an opportunity to
obtain £500 million from the government, if the correct conditions are met. It
could provide both an exciting and frightening challenge. The liaison involves an
executive board of five members – a representative each from the city of
Cambridge, business, South Cambs, the County Council and the University – and
an assembly of 15 members, of which Francis is one. If the three local authorities
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are deemed to plan housing and transport “sensibly” – which means getting
houses built and creating jobs, because the Cambridge area is seen as a
powerhouse of economic growth – money will accrue from the government.
Among priorities would be a bus corridor from Cambourne towards Cambridge.
The first concrete plans are due for 2019.
Francis also mentioned that our bin men do not get much praise for their valuable
service. Barton councillors therefore unanimously approved a resolution: “This
Council wishes to record its gratitude to all the crews, drivers and loaders, and
their supervisor and director, for all the hard work they put in collecting all our
black, blue and green bin rubbish.”
The bridge at Grantchester will be closed to vehicles for six months, but a
temporary foot/cycle bridge allowing access for pedestrians and cyclists
nd
will be in place. This is now due to begin on 2 February.
Speed, traffic problems, solutions? Your help?

So many areas of the village experience problems: the main A603 with speeding
and the problems of crossing, difficulties of crossing New Road to access the
school, speeding along Comberton Road, the dangers at the New
Road/Cambridge Road junction, for instance. Effective means of traffic calming
are hard to find; they often have many disadvantages. Is there anyone out there
who can help us? Is there someone with traffic or road expertise who can advise?
The Council is looking to set up a small working party to look at all traffic
problem areas in the village. Initiatives must be worked on and probably funded
by the Parish in the first instance so that definite and well researched proposals
can then be approved by the County Council. Please advise the Clerk or the
Chairman, if you are interested.
South Cambridge District Council gives you a say in the future of your pubs.

Both SCDC and The Campaign for Real Ale bring to your attention a public
consultation that SCDC is currently holding on the potential use of Article 4
Directions to prevent pub losses either through change of use or through
demolition. The conversion last year of the Pear Tree, Hildersham, to an on-line
furniture business without the need for planning permission highlighted the issue
in South Cambridgeshire. CAMRA believes that no pub should be lost through
change of use or through demolition without it first being subjected to the scrutiny
of a planning system that allows the public to express their views. It has urged
local authorities to use Article 4 Directions to bring this about. SCDC are
consulting on doing just that. For more details please visit their webpage
https://www.scambs.gov.uk/content/consultation-greater-protection-public-houses
There will also be some forms in the pubs or with the Clerk, they can be returned
to Barton Post Office, please return by 20th February.
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Although we have no reason to think that either The Hoops or The White
Horse are under any current threat, the Campaign for Real Ale believes that
pub losses should be regulated by the planning system and would urge you to
make a submission to SCDC. Pubs can often be converted to shops, restaurants or
offices without the need for planning permission. Nationally there has been a
growing trend for pubs to be converted into supermarket convenience stores.
Notice board and website

Official notices and full minutes of meetings can be seen on the notice board
outside Conkers or on our website. http://www.barton-cambs.org.uk
Next Parish Council meetings:
Tuesday 3rd February 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Patrick De Backer 07771-923710 bartonpcclerk@btinternet.com
Village News
Community Car Scheme

Ann Killen and Bryan Goshawk have recently handed over the running of the
community car scheme to Meta Greenfield. Ann and Bryan ran this scheme for
over a decade, arranging lifts to the surgery, hospital and other medical centres for
those without transport; both patients and drivers alike are most grateful to them
for their efficiency and dedication during their time in charge and thank them
warmly as the scheme is handed on in excellent order. Anon
The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal Collection 2014 in Barton

The Collection in all collecting tins amounted to:
£988.79
The amount Gift Aided was:
£208.50
The tax reclaimed from the Gift Aid envelopes amounted to:
£41.70
The Grand Total was:
£1,238.99
Thank you once again for your strong support for such a worthwhile cause.
Roger Clemo
th

Barton Lunch Club – Friday, 6 February 12.30 for 1pm, Village Hall

Advance booking is essential as we do need to know numbers. For more
information, reservations /cancellations/offers of help etc. please contact Anne
Coulson. 262666.
Church Jumble Sale – 2.30pm Saturday 21st February, Barton School

The original way of recycling! Please support the church by donating
items you do not need anymore. Unsold items are gifted to Emmaus, the
Salvation Army and EACH
Items needed are: Bric-à-brac (household and kitchen items but no
electrical appliances); Children's Toys; Books; Bedding and soft
Furnishings; Clean clothing – Men's, Women's, Children's and Nearly
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New: Setting up will be on the Saturday Morning between 10am and 12
noon. Please bring donations then.
Jumble can be collected or dropped off before the day to the following
people:
Hugh Greenfield
114 High Street
262005
Ruth Barnes
33 Kings Grove
262114
Meta Greenfield
Barton WI

In her presentation entitled the History of Local Folksongs, Mary Humphrey
explained the history of folk songs collected in Cambridgeshire during last one
hundred years. There were two main sources:
Ella Bull was blind from birth, lived in Cottenham and had songs sung to her by a
woman who worked for the family. She used braille to type the songs she learned.
Cecil Sharpe and Ralph Vaughan Williams collected songs from Ale Houses and
recorded all the lyrics and music by hand.
The presentation included photos of Ella and her family, much researched
information about places and people, and Mary sang from Ella's collection during
the evening. It was a very interesting and fascinating for us all.
Holly Dubocq
Barton School

All our wonderful children have settled back happily into school and we have
quite a few new children starting with us this term, some arriving from overseas,
which is always exciting for us all as we enjoy learning about other cultures.
We also welcome Mrs Komodromos as a teacher in Swallow Class, who will be
working with Miss Megson. Miss Emma Martin joined our staff as a TA in
December and we are so pleased to have her nursery experience in our school.
Our library is looking very cool with all the new books which are beautifully
presented and labelled. The hexagonal seating is proving to be very comfortable
and inviting – it’s difficult to get people out of the library now! Please come and
look at it for yourselves and browse through the books. By the end of this term,
we hope that all children will become experts at choosing their own books and
also replacing them in the correct alphabetical slot or Dewey section for nonfiction!
This term our theme is ‘Materials’ so we have a strong science base. We are
starting off with a whole school ‘Barton Bake-Off’ where every child will be
preparing a pizza and fruit salad. Hopefully all provisions will get home in one
piece. Then we will be investigating different materials and doing art-work using
different mediums.
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I am always thankful for the wonderful views from our school, coming from a
farming background myself, but was rather shocked when I tripped over two
chickens on my way to the car to the other day, only to be told by our Office
Manager, this was quite normal!
Claire Coulson, Headteacher
Barton Friendship Club

Nothing to report for January as we had no meeting. Our next meeting is on
Tuesday 3rd February at 2.30pm in the Village Hall when we have John Page
giving us a travel talk on one of the places he has visited.
All are most welcome.
Members £2 non-members £2.50 (includes tea/coffee/biscuits).
Brian Ross
th

Bowls Club – Quiz Night, 7pm, Saturday 14 March, Village Hall

£8 per person including Ploughmans Supper (teams of 8)
Cash prize to winning team.
For further details contact Ken Gifford 263239 kenpat.gifford@btinternet.com
Martin Carter 07500 898345 or m-mcarter@ntlworld.com
Barton Playgroup
The children enjoyed a Christmas party on the last day of term
with a visit from Santa, and a performance of Mister Magnolia
by Quentin Blake. We are selling copies of the children’s
performance on DVD to raise money for Addenbrooke’s
Charitable Trust – Healing Hearts Appeal.
This term we are leaning about Dinosaurs! The children have
already made a papier maché dinosaur landscape including a cave, river and
volcano. They will also be making fossils in clay, dinosaur footprints by
painting with potatoes, talking about their favourite dinosaurs, ordering them
by height and length, finding out what they ate and how they moved
contrasting slow and heavy with fast and light! We will also be reading lots of
dinosaur stories and learning lots of new dinosaur-related words!
Finally, a reminder that Toddler Group still runs on a Monday afternoon from
1.30pm to 3pm. All welcome!
For more information about Barton Playgroup or if you would like to see the
fun things the children get up to, please have a look on our website
www.bartonplaygroup.co.uk

Wendy Guest
6

Barton Gardeners

General Appeal - GROWING-ON ANNUALS FOR THE MAY
PLANT SALE
At the AGM, BG members voted to buy-in and grow-on our own plants to replace
those formerly supplied by CD Bell. If you can take some of these plants in and
give them greenhouse or conservatory space and care, please contact
bartongardeners@hotmail.co.uk or Kathy on 262792 as soon as possible. Thank
you.
Also, please remember, whilst you are tidying up your garden, to put aside any
surplus plants that could find new homes in our Plant Sale. Thank you.
BG's first meeting, on 17th March, will be a talk on ‘Behind the Scenes at the
Chelsea Flower Show' with three-times medal winner, Ian Taylor. More
information next month.
Sue Edwards 262479
Singles Supper

The next Singles Supper will be at The White Horse on Saturday February 28th at
7pm. Please let me know by February 23rd if you would like to join us.
Barbara 262692
Neighbourhood Watch

There have been several burglaries recently in Barton and surrounding villages.
This includes one in Coton in which a resident was attacked. The police are taking
these crimes very seriously, and doing what they can to catch the perpetrators.
If you are on the internet, you can access crime prevention advice on the
Cambridgeshire Constabulary's web site:
http://www.cambs.police.uk/GetCloser/Burglary.asp A number of Barton
residents have benefited from the Bobby Scheme. This provides a FREE service
to victims of burglary aged 60 or more who live in Cambridgeshire. It also helps
many older people who are not yet victims but who are at high risk or feel
vulnerable, and asks for £25 towards its costs from this group. Please contact
01480 413311 if you would like their help.
Members of the police force will be visiting Barton between 6th and 12th April
under Operation Oaklands. This will provide valuable security advice that will
help to ensure that residents are less likely to be victims of crime.
Keep safe, Bev Edwards
Comberton Library
Monday: 10am-1pm, Wednesday: 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm Friday: 2pm-5pm Saturday: 10am-1pm

On the first Wednesday of the month, Comberton Reading Group meets at the
library for an hour of informal book chat, but for the other Wednesdays we
currently have no groups that meet here. If you are interested in setting up a small
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monthly group please ask us about using the library for your meeting. Whether
it’s knitting, writing or even to discuss walking routes, the library is your public
space! On a similar note Huntingdon Library is setting up a monthly Lego group
and is seeking donations of Lego and Duplo for children to use, especially base
plates.
Thank you to those dedicated parents, grandparents and childminders who are
trekking through the weather to come to our Rhymetime sessions on alternate
Mondays, we really appreciate your support! Sessions in February will be on 9thth
and 23rd at 10.30am.
And look out for Library activities across the County for National Libraries Day
on Saturday 7th February!
More details at www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/libraries
Comberton Reading Group meets on the first Wednesday of each month in the
library, between 10.30 and 11.30am. If you are interested in joining a fun and
lively chat about a wide variety of titles, ask at the library for details.The group
have chosen a new theme and will be looking at Science Fiction.
For discussion on 4th February: “The Ocean at the End of the Lane” by Neil
Gaiman. Please pop in and ask for March’s title!
Hilary Spargo, Comberton Library
Fed up with repeats?
Music beginning to sound all the same?
Want to do something different in the evening?

We need your help with set construction, back stage support (props, costume,
technical), as well as actors on stage.
Barton Drama Group is friendly and encourages new, active members to ensure
that we can continue to put on innovating productions for our audiences.
email: info@bartondramagroup.com – or call Geoff on C–262720
th

Tea at Three – Saturday 14 March, 3pm–5pm,Barton Village Hall

If you feel like "Puttin’ on the Ritz" do come along to
Barton's Ritz for Afternoon Tea where
"The Roaring Twenties" will come to life.
Board the Robert E Lee, sample the Jazz Age and indulge your taste buds
in elegant surroundings. You are assured of a warm welcome.
Booking is essential via Ruth (262985) Margaret (262353) Alison
(264985) Marjorie (263592)
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An evening of classic jazz with THE COMBERTONES
featuring guest vocalist VAL SINCLAIR
Comberton Village Hall
th
Saturday 7 March at 8pm
Tickets £8 from David Herbert or just pay on the door
01954 230824, combertones@btinternet.com
Teas will be on sale, or bring your own drinks & glasses
All proceeds of the evening to charity
Comberton Ramblers – Alternate Sundays, 5-6 miles

Why not join the Comberton Ramblers walking group? Our walks start and finish
at a congenial hostellery for a drink / lunch. Our aim is to enjoy ourselves, to take
in the sights and sounds of the countryside. You can have 2 free walks and then if
you like us we would appreciate you becoming a member. The annual
membership fee is £8.50 per person.
If you are interested and would like further details please contact the Secretary –
Stella on stella.ramblers@hotmail.com
Comberton Walkers – 10am every Monday, 30 minute social exercise

Walking for Health is England’s largest network of health walk schemes,
designed to help people to get and stay active. It is run jointly by The Ramblers
which is the charity for walkers, and by Macmillan Cancer Support, which
strongly believes in the health benefits of exercise for people living with or
beyond cancer. By sharing their expertise, they support 600 local schemes across
England to offer short, free walks.
Walks are led by friendly, knowledgeable, local volunteers. Our walk leaders are
specially trained for their role and can provide the advice and encouragement that
walkers need to build fitness at a pace that’s right for them. We’re really hoping
that you will come and have fun, get or stay fit and make some new friendships.
You might also want to come with a group of friends and chat while you walk!
We’ll be here rain or shine so put on those comfy walking shoes and join us.
We start and finish at Comberton Baptist Church, where you can park. If you
have any queries at all, please ask Sylvia, our friendly Walks Leader, on 263193
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service – Recruiting wholetime firefighters
and appealing for Volunteers to be Community Champions

The role of a firefighter is varied and exciting but most importantly, it can make a
real different to people’s lives. It is a profession that provides development from
the start, with opportunities to grow into management or specialist roles. The next
recruiting process is in February. To find out more, log on to
www.cambsfire.gov.uk.
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We are also looking for volunteers to join our successful Community Champion
scheme, to encourage local residents to carry out fire safety checks in their homes,
visit community groups and educate about fire safety and escape plans.
We will train you, give you a uniform and provide you with a wide range of
activities to choose from, all of which will help to keep our communities safe
from the risk of fire.
Anyone interested in becoming a Community Champion should call Rachael
Brown at Cambridgeshire ACRE on (01353) 865038; email
rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk or log on to http://cambsfirechamps.org.uk/.
Cambridgeshire ACRE coordinate the Community Champions Scheme on behalf
of CFRS.
News from the Fitzwilliam Museum

This spring the Fitzwilliam has a major free exhibition, Treasured Possessions.
The show features incredibly beautiful hidden items from the Fitzwilliam. See
silks, silver, jewels, porcelain, shoes, armour, embroideries, fans, pocket-watches
and tiny keepsakes, most from the amazing rarely seen reserve collections in the
Museum. It is open from 24 March to 6 September.
Alongside, we also have a show of stunning miniature gold and jewelled boxes
from the Victoria & Albert Museum’s Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Collection.
In 2016 the Museum will be celebrating its 200 year anniversary. This year we
will be announcing a series of exhibitions and events to mark the occasion!
We hope you can visit us soon. The Museum normal opening hours are Tuesday
to Sunday and entry is free. Find out more at www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk .
East Anglian Air Ambulance is a 365 day-a-year lifesaving helicopter
emergency medical service. EAAA receives no direct government funding, so the
£7.6millon needed this year to continue our work comes directly from our
generous supporters. This year, we are celebrating 15 years of operations and
16,000 missions by holding events such as Tea at 15.00 on 15 May.
EAAA could not exist without our team of over 200 committed volunteers who
continually dedicate their time and skills in many different ways. We are hugely
proud of all our volunteers and enormously grateful for the time that they have
given over the last 15 years. If you would like to join us, you will be playing a
vital role in keeping our helicopters flying all year round. Our volunteers choose
the time they can give us and whether they’d like to help in one of our seven
offices – at anything from operations to communications, or occasionally help out
at an event, or even hold a fundraising event themselves.
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If you are interested in helping EAAA in any way, why not contact your local
Fundraising Manager, Barbara McGee on 01763262697, who would be happy to
help, or see www.eaaa.org.uk/support-us/
End of World War II Commemoration Small Grants

Next summer marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. In
celebration of this important anniversary, Cambridgeshire County Council is
pleased to announce a Small Grants Fund to encourage community activity.
It is an opportunity for communities to come together to remember the wartime
effort, celebrate peace, reminisce about the ‘unforgettable forties’ era and capture
some of the celebratory mood of the time. Whether it be a community tea dance,
the researching and sharing of stories of the time, a lindy hop event, raising
morale through music or sport, a ‘make do and mend’ community craft project,
creating a ‘Dig For Victory’ garden or giving your fete or festival a forties theme,
we would like you to design and deliver activities within your community that
motivate and encourage people to get involved.
Small grants will be awarded to local groups and organisations to support
community activities linked to and inspired by the 70th anniversary, wartime
Britain and the 1940’s era.
Each grant will be up to a maximum of £500 and additional funding or support in
kind will be expected. The grants will be awarded in two rounds. The deadlines
for applications for each round are 9th February and 9th March.
To request an application form and for details on how to apply for a Small Grant,
please email ww2commemoration@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or call 01954 284615.
Help protect yourself and your neighbours against telephone scams.

We have seen an increase in scams in which the caller impersonates either a
Police officer, a Fraud Officer or a bank employee, who fish for bank details or
even offer to send someone round to collect their bank cards and any valuable
items to ‘keep them safe’.
 Genuine banks, businesses or organisations will never telephone you and ask
you to give out personal or financial details.
 This fraudulent caller may ask you to hang up and call your bank or police to
prove they are genuine, but they don’t hang up, tricking you into thinking you
are through to the genuine officer.
 To protect yourself, make sure you hear a dialling tone before you make your
next call or phone a friend to check your call goes through before calling the
number on the back of your bank card.
 Ask your telecoms provider to set up caller ID on your telephone so that you
know who is calling your number before you decide to answer it.
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 Register with the free Telephone Preference Service to reduce the number of
unsolicited sales and marketing calls. Register on 0845 070 0707 or online.
 Be cautious and if in doubt, hang up.
To report a scam contact the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 04 05
06 and Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or visit www.actionfraud.police.uk
Safeguarding vulnerable adults – Drop-in Sessions for advice and information

If you are an adult living with a long-term illness or disability or age-related
condition, or provide unpaid care for an adult relative or friend, you can find
support at our regular sessions, held on the third Monday of the Month throughout
2015 at the Community Room and Bar Hill Tesco CB23 8EL from 10.30am to
1.30pm. Refreshments are available. Sessions are run by the Carers Support Team
and Physical Disability Service? Details can be found at www.cambridgeshire.net
th

Macmillan Mammoth Quiz – 27 February

Our nationwide, simultaneous quiz is now in its seventh year and holds the
Guinness World Record as the largest – please help to make it even bigger and
help to reach our target of over £200.000.
It costs £10 to sign up to host a Mammoth Quiz. You will then be sent a welcome
pack with a 2015 quiz and fundraising materials. Brand new this year is the
Macmillan Mammoth Quiz website (www.macmillanmammothquiz.co.uk). On
here you will find tips for organising your quiz, posters and tickets, a bit of
information about Macmillan and even some sneaky sample questions.
HomeStart – Family support group – Call for Volunteers and Mamma Mia Singalong

We are looking for Home Visiting Volunteers to give that most precious gift –
time – to struggling families. Our volunteers are all parents or grandparents who
can give a few hours a week to give families and parents emotional and practical
help to get through the first few years, A 10-session training course for new
volunteers is being held during February & March 2015 The course will run from
9.30am – 2.30pm - dates to be confirmed For more details contact Sarah or Jackie
at:-Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire, Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station
Road, Meldreth, Royston, Herts, SG8 6JP: 01763 262262 or admin@hsrsc.org.uk
Mamma Mia Singalong at the Royston Picture Palace, Royston Town Hall
Saturday 14th March, 7pm for 8pm; Fancy Dress optional.
Raffle on the Night; Drinks by Donation
Tickets £15 per person to include a welcome drink and a goodie bag, from
admin@hsrsc.org.uk or call or text 07762 754809
www.hsrsc.org.uk Registered Charity No 1105385
Proceeds in aid of Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire
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