Dear Friends,

If you look at your diaries you will see that the last day of this month
is marked “British Summer time begins”. That feels encouraging
when the weather has been so bleak! It is also a Sunday and Easter
Day. That first Easter Sunday was a fresh beginning for the world, as
it brought a light for living stronger than the sun. I am reminded of the
words Neil Armstrong said on stepping on to the moon. “One small
step for a man and one giant stride for human-kind”. (I may not have
the words quite correct. I know he said “mankind” but that has gone
out of fashion!) But was it a small step for Jesus? That is what we are
thinking about during this time of Lent, especially on Wednesdays at
7.30pm in the Baptist Church room. Why not join us? We could also
be thinking about how better to follow Jesus, in terms of prayer and
commitment to His church and His service by helping others.
Jesus deliberately took steps towards Jerusalem and certain death.
Why? He said it was to fulfil his Father’s will and the scriptures of the
Old Testament. What was that? The theme of the Old Testament is
God searching for a way to rescue the human race from its selfcentredness; its pride, greed, and the other five sins making up the
“deadly seven”. One way was by sacrifice. Once a year the head of the
Jewish faith went into the most private room in the Temple to offer a
sacrifice of atonement and forgiveness for the sins of the people. Jesus
heard his Father asking him to be that sacrifice – the ultimate and
fulfilling sacrifice. By appropriating that sacrifice for ourselves, we
know that we are forgiven and free to live a life of love and service.
The resurrection of Jesus endorsed his Good Friday offering, and His
Spirit now leads us to follow in His way. It wasn’t a small step, but
one which makes the giant stride forward possible for everyone who
accepts His offer. We shall sing about this on Easter Day. It’s a
celebration we can all join in, and we even get an extra hour’s sleep
beforehand, as the clocks go forward!
In God’s love, sincerely, Paul Duffett
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Church News
th

Saturday 9 March from 12 noon. Soup and Roll Lunch in the Village
Hall for WaterAid. Please come and enjoy a bowl of delicious home-made

soup and help us raise money for the charity WaterAid helping communities
in the third world to have clean drinking water near their homes. We do not
charge for soup but ask for donations.
th
Monday 25 March Annual Church Meeting 8pm in the School. All
parishioners are invited to attend.
th
Saturday 30 March Churchyard Clean-up from 9.30am. We would be
delighted to see you if you can volunteer for an hour or so to help us tidy up
the churchyard for the summer season.
Please can you help us!
St. Peter’s Church will face an estimated cost of around £28,000 this year

to restore and repair the organ. We have already obtained one grant of £5,500
towards this sum but need to find much more! As a way of raising some
more money we would like to stage an evening of entertainment in the
church on Saturday 14th September using local talent. We would like to
invite individuals and groups to help us by offering a short entertainment!
Items could be musical, dramatic, comical or serious, vocal or instrumental
and we are open to any suggestions of who we might approach to do
something; we already have a few talented groups lined up. We are sure we
can host a superb evening of entertainment for all to enjoy! For more
information and offers of help please contact Anne Coulson.
th
Advance Date Friday 19 April we are planning an evening for New Barton
Residents in the school from 8pm. If you have moved into the village during
the past 2 years do make a note of the date and come along and find out just
what goes on in our community. Full details next month.
Anne Coulson
Barton Baptist Church

The Lent Bible studies continue on Wednesdays the 6th, 13th and 20th starting
at 7.30pm in the Baptist Church. You are very welcome to come to any of
them even if you cannot make them all.
We will be holding a special Maundy Thursday Communion service at
7.30pm and joining with St Peter’s for the Meditation at 10am and also the
walk of witness with the cross in the afternoon.
The Tea and Chat will take place as usual on Tuesdays the 12th and 26th
March starting at 2.30pm. All who can are welcome to join us.

Brian West 264801
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Barton Christian Fellowship

On Wednesday 13th March at 2.30pm in the Village Hall, we are having
Jeremy Parnel to speak about the Cogwheel Trust, which has its 25th
Anniversary this year. They offer a counselling service to people with
emotional or mental problems who are unable to get help elsewhere. Their
motto is “Help when life has slipped out of gear”.
Please come and hear for yourselves and also share in a cuppa.

Mary West
Parish Jottings
County Councillor Fiona Whelan explained

that the proposed County budget
would still be pruned in spite of the growing population in Cambridgeshire.
She encouraged residents to have their say at Local Panel Police meetings
and at sessions to secure the future of bus services. Do contact her for further
details.
Dangerous parking near the School

Cars are still being left dangerously close to the bend in New Road and
causing a traffic hazard. Please encourage your fellow parents to park just a
little further away and walk the extra distance. Parking is available at
Burwash Manor, for instance. There are so many accidents waiting to happen
at peak times. The Parish Council will work with the School and the Police
to try and find solutions, but please make that special effort to walk a little
further.
…….. and elsewhere in the village on footways and verges – it is against the
law to park on them. Such inconsiderate parking causes great difficulty for
those who are less mobile or pushing prams.
Gritting

Volunteers have gritted footways in the vicinity of Conkers and the School to
the extent that our County provided resources allow. If anyone could spare
some time to share this task in future, please contact the Clerk.
Proposed Bridge repairs – White Arch Bridge, Kingston

Future repairs are proposed for the brick arch bridge located in the dip on
Bourn Road, Kingston. A road closure applied for between 11th March and
2nd April.
Notice board and website

Official notices and full minutes of meetings can be seen on the notice board
outside Conkers or on our website. http://www.barton-cambs.org.uk
th
Next Council meetings: Tuesday 5 March 7.30pm in the Village Hall
Tuesday 2nd April Annual Parish Meeting
Patrick De Backer 07771 9237107 bartonpcclerk@btinternet.com
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Village News
Barton Lunch Club. Friday 1st March 12.30 for 1pm in the Village Hall

For reservations/cancellations please contact Anne Coulson 262666.
Do you enjoy cooking? Once again we would welcome others to help us
with the cooking for this popular event. Costs are reimbursed and those
cooking also share in the meal. If you are interested in helping us please get
in touch.
Maintenance of the Churchyard

As many of you know the churchyard is maintained during the growing
season by a dedicated team of volunteers.
This year two of these have decided that they can no longer continue so we
are appealing for anyone who feels they can help us.
The tasks are 1.Grass cutting (a section only) and 2. strimming around the
church both on a regular basis. If you are willing to help, please contact me
on C-262005. We will be very grateful.
Hugh Greenfield
Cambridge City Foodbank – Helping People in crisis

Thank you very much to everyone who has delivered food to the Collection
Point at the Baptist Church during 2012. From the 1st April we have
delivered nearly 300 kilo to the warehouse store and 50 kilo collected by the
Barton WI.
Recently we had the privilege of attending the Mayor’s Reception at the
Guildhall promoting the Foodbank. Also present were representatives from
many of the Care Agencies who work with the Foodbank. The star guest was
Dr Rowan Williams former Archbishop of Canterbury who gave the keynote
speech and has agreed to be the Patron of the Cambridge Foodbank.
How does it work? Donations of non-perishable food are sorted by
volunteers into boxes containing enough food for 3 days for singles, couples
or families. Care professionals identify people in crisis and offer them a
voucher. The vouchers are redeemable at the distribution centres: Cambridge
Community Church; St Paul’s Church; Our Lady and he English Martyrs and
the newly opened centre at the Church of the Good Shepherd in Arbury and
the Foodbank Office in Trumpington. Voucher holders are also advised of
relevant agencies who can offer further help and support.
Reminder. The Barton collection point is at the Baptist Church on the High
Street and is open on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm to
8.30pm and on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday afternoons from 2.30pm to 4pm.
Please continue with your generosity.
Mary West
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Barton Tennis Club – AGM – 8pm, 11 March, Pavilion

The meeting is open to all members and anyone interested in playing tennis.
Please come along, we would welcome new ideas and suggestions, to help
widen the clubs activities in 2013.
David Ireland, Chairman
th

Barton Bowls Club – Jumble Sale, 2pm, 16 March

The Bowls Club is holding a Jumble Sale in the Village Hall on Saturday,
16th March, from 2pm. Jumble may be left at 114 High Street or 7 King’s
Grove after 11th March or brought to the Village Hall on the day.
Contributions will be gratefully received.
Ruth Ennis
th

Burwash Easter Charity Event – Saturday 30 March, 11 – 4pm

The Rocking Horse Country Toyshop will be celebrating this year’s Easter
Saturday with lots of fun-filled activities for all the Family.
All proceeds from the event will be donated to Tom’s Trust, a local charity
providing funding to support children suffering from brain tumours.
There will be an Easter Egg Trail around the meadows and courtyards with
fun clues to solve and chocolate prizes.
There will be a Barbecue, Game Mini Fair, Donkey Rides, Face Painting,
Icicle Tricycle and a delightful Miniature Steam Train.
Entrance and Parking Free Enquiries: info@rockinghorsetoyshop.com
Easter Trail £1.50, small charges for other activities
All Proceeds to Tom’s Trust

Sue and Michael Radford
CRAFTFORCE

In order to clarify the purpose and activity of the newly formed Cake and
Make group, it is now to be called CRAFTFORCE. It involves all and any
crafts, and is nothing to do with baking and making cakes! The only cake
that comes in to the afternoons is the eating of delicious cake with our cups
of tea! So, to remind you, CRAFTFORCE meets on the 4th Wednesday of the
month, at 3pm in the Pavilion. Come along to be inspired, share your talent,
learn a new craft or work on a current project – stitch/glue/cut/knit/paint –
whatever you fancy! Small monthly charge to cover Pavilion hire. If you
have any queries, please ring Meta (262005) or Margaret (262353).
Neighbourhood Watch

There continue to be several burglaries and thefts in Barton and surrounding
villages but these may now be on a downward trend. From April 2012, the
Home Office has been publishing details of crime outcomes. Since then,
only one suspect has been charged with a crime committed in Barton, in
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June 2012. The police hope that their success rate will improve as a result of
recent initiatives.
Please remain alert to possible thefts of heating oil, especially as the price is
rising during the winter.

Keep safe, Bev Edwards
Barton Friendship Club

Our first Meeting of 2013 was very well attended, and all enjoyed the film
and commentary given by John Page on the trip around the Black Sea.
The Meeting, which will be held on the 5th March, will be a talk about
Woodgreen Animal Shelter, and Tara will also bring her dog with her.
Please remember that we are holding a Coffee Morning/Bring & Buy sale on
Saturday 16th March in aid of Meningitis. Tuesday 19th March, will be a
Games afternoon of Bingo. Members £2 non-members £2.50 (includes
tea/coffee/biscuits). New Members are most welcome.
Roma Patman-Wallis
Barton Gardeners

invites you to an interesting and enlightening talk
by Nigel Start on
‘Self-sufficiency from your Garden’
Tuesday, 26th March at 7.45pm
Barton Village Hall
Everyone welcome – Non-members £3, Members Free
A reminder to BG Members to get their Plant Order Forms in to Nikki
Scrivens or left in the BG folder at Conkers PO, by 31st March, please.
The garden should be warming up and we would be grateful if you would
put aside any surplus plants that could find a new home in our Plant Sale in
May.
After last year’s change, Barton Gardeners are returning to their Summer
Show, which will be held on Saturday, 13th July, as part of the Barton
Village Day. Look out for details in the coming Parish Magazines.

Sue Edwards 262479
Barton Village Day Committee

You will all be pleased to know that everybody’s remarkable generosity in
raising money for the Jubilee Celebrations actually generated a surplus of
about £800! The Jubilee Committee voted to roll the surplus over into the
next village event. As the successor to the Jubilee Committee, the newlyformed Barton Village Day Committee is now a fundraising body in its own
right and will be contributing to community projects around the Village.
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We are in the very happy position of having some start-up cash, but there
may be some fun fundraising events before the Village Day on 13th July.
We’ll let you know!
Barton Playgroup
This half-term we will be looking at the topic of “Houses”,
thinking about where we live and looking at houses around
the world.
We will celebrate Book Week between 4 th-8th March. For
World Book Day on Thursday 7th we will all come into
Playgroup dressed as our favourite book characters to
share stories, coffee and cake with our families.
We will, of course, also celebrate Mother's Day on March 10 th. Happy
Mothering Sunday to all Mums in Barton!
For more information about Barton Playgroup or if you would like to see
the fun things the children get up to, please have a look on our website
www.bartonplaygroup.co.uk

Wendy Guest
WI

Last month we had an interesting talk on Astronomy given by Margaret
Penston, telling us about the radio telescopes at Lords Bridge, on our
doorstep. It is hoped that this year two comets will be visible in the night
sky.
We also celebrated our WI birthday with a dinner at the White Horse.
At our meeting on Tuesday, 12th March, we have Christobel Kent, a local
author of murder mysteries giving a talk. You may have read her books
which are on sale in Conkers. Visitors are welcome.
Julia Stibbs
Wednesdays Women's Institute

Wednesday 20th March will be our members evening and is being arranged
by Laura Packman. We will be having a yoga taster session, held at 6.30pm
[Venue TBC] All ladies welcome, £3 for guests and don't worry if you've
never done it, it's great fun!
BRIG – Calling all Photographers

The BRIG committee plans to do a 2014 Calendar again this year so please
get snapping to submit for entry.
These should be sent to Margaret Penston in July/August C–262465
margaret.penston@btinternet.com
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There are still some BRIG calendars for 2013 available at discount price of
£5. Please contact Margaret Penston for a copy.
The Rainwater Harvester has been giving us problems (probably due to too
much rain!!!) This has now been repaired.
Meta Greenfield 262005 meta.greenfield@btinternet.com
Barton Drama Group

Barton Drama Group's Spring production is from Wednesday March 20th to
Saturday March 23rd at 8pm in Barton Village Hall. It is Take Away the Lady
a play of suspense by Jimmie Chinn to be directed by Judith Bowen. Tickets
from Norma Eaton 263561 £8 & £6 concessions to include refreshments.
Barton Energy Group

Thanks to all the Barton residents who attended the Barton Energy Group
meeting on 28th January in the Village Hall. Around 80 people attended this
meeting, which demonstrated that there is considerable and encouraging
interest in the subject.
The feeling from many of the attendees was that the meeting was very
informative.
The Government’s Green Deal initiative, which was launched that day, was
explained and, hopefully, understood.
The Renewable Heat Incentive and Renewable Heat Premium Payment were
discussed. These benefit people who install renewable sources of heating in
their homes, such as heat pumps, solar hot water or wood-burning boilers.
The payments are intended to ensure that the investment in this type of
heating will pay for itself in a few years, and give significant long-term
savings.
A spokesman from South Cambridgeshire District Council then explained
about how the council plans to promote these government initiatives,
especially the Green Deal.
Finally, Michael Radford of Burwash Manor brought us up to date with the
proposed Barton Community Wind Turbine. Although this proposal has had
opposition from the radio telescope observatory at Lords Bridge, approval
may be sought at a future date if their concerns can be addressed.
A number of free Green Deal assessments were on offer from SCDC
financed by a government grant. The majority of the people who applied
from Barton can look forward to being chosen for these.
BEG will circulate further information about these government schemes;
please go to the Barton web site for details www.barton-cambs.org.uk
Bev Edwards
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Comberton Ramblers – Join our friendly group for wonderful walks

Comberton Ramblers’ Association walks an average of 5-6 miles every
Sunday morning fortnightly. We are a very friendly group who greatly enjoy
the lead walks in our beautiful countryside. There’s time to take a rest break
if needed or to simply stop and enjoy the view or visit places of interest
along the way.
Annual membership £7.50, young people under 18 free.
Please contact Eileen Marsh (Secretary) on C-262940
marsh.eileen@gmail.com or visit www.combertonramblers.org.uk
3rd March

Great Eversden, Cobbs Farm, Orwell 5 miles
Meet at The Hoops Tandoori Rest.

17th March

Manuden (nr Bishops Stortford) 5 miles
Meet at Yew Tree. The village of Manuden was extensively used for the TV
series Lovejoy.

Friends of Comberton Library February Report

Library staff have been busy transferring stock which is no longer in demand
in Comberton to other libraries to make way for the influx of new books
(fiction, biographies and cookery books) which are on display as you enter.
Come in and browse.
The Comberton Reading Group meets at 10.30 on 6th March and 3rd April
when the group will discuss The Siren by Alison Bruce.
World book Day is 7th March, a Thursday, so the library will not be open but
look out for displays during the week.
Comberton Library will be hosting a visit by Victor Watson, author of the
Paradise Barn series for a local school party.
Suzan Griffiths, Chair, FOCAL
Comberton Village College

The new Adult Education programme at Cambourne Village College is
already under way ahead of the start of classes in September.
Diana Cook, Adult Education Manager at CVC wants your help to ensure the
range of courses and day schools meet local needs.
She is looking to provide daytime, evening and weekend courses so if there
is anything you would like to see, now is the time to get in touch. Equally, if
you are a tutor and would like to hold a class at the new college, please get
in touch on commed@comberton.cambs.sch.uk or C-264721
The building work at Cambourne is continuing at speed and applications for
places in Year 7 for the next academic year have been very strong. However,
if there are any enquiries regarding admissions, including details of how to
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apply for a place, then please do not hesitate to contact the school on
head@cambournevc.org
Meanwhile, there is a full programme of events and activities at Comberton
Village College. As well as the on-going Adult Education classes and
courses, Comberton Sports and Arts (CSA) also host a wide range of classes,
events and entertainment.
Among those is an Auction of Promises in aid of the Comberton minibus
appeal. This will be held on 9th March. If you would like to reserve a
catalogue or are able to donate a promise of any kind then please contact the
Friends of CVC Trust Fund at cvcfriends@gmail.com
A fuller list of events from CSA plus some Community Education Day
Schools is detailed below and more information can be found on our
websites, www.combertonvc.org or www.combertonsa.org
7.30pm

£12 Adults / £10
Concessions / £40
Family Ticket

Sat 2nd

Bondini Presents — The Wow Show

Fri 8th

Custard Comedy
Josh Howie, Maureen Younger, Kelly Kingham MC, Steve 8:00pm
N. Allen

£8 adv / £10 door

Sat 9th

Friends of Comberton Village College presents: The
Auction of Promises
http://www.about.combertonvc.org/trust_fund.cfm

7:30pm

£5

Sun 10th

Colours of Dance – Showcase
http://www.coloursofdance.com/

2:00pm

£10

Thu 21st Sat 23rd

Bourn Players Present—The Beauty & The Beast

7:30pm & £10 & £6.50
2:30pm Sat Concessions

Mon 25th

CVC Dance Showcase

7:30pm

£6 adults / £3
Concessions

Wed 27th

Slam Poetry with awarding winning Page to Performance

7:30pm

£2

Trading Standards – What can you do when retailers face financial difficulty?

With recent news of well-known high street retailers facing financial
difficulty, you may be wondering what to do if goods you have paid for are
not delivered or they are faulty and the company goes into administration.
Trading Standards have put together the following advice to help you to
protect your money:
 Credit card purchases
When buying goods or services with a cash price of more than £100 but less
than £30,000, it is advisable to pay for at least part of them with a credit
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card. That way, if the retailer is unable to deliver the goods or there is a fault
with them, the card provider will be liable for the goods too.
 Debit card purchases
If you pay by debit card, the provider (bank) or Visa/Mastercard terms may
help with any claims you may have. However, unlike a credit card, this
differs between providers so you should be clear about what assistance you
will get for non-delivery or faulty goods. The card agreement will state any
terms you need to meet for claims – such as timescales for reporting a breach
of contract by the retailer and any evidence you must provide. If you meet
the terms for making a claim but are unhappy with the card provider’s
response you should follow their own complaints procedure.
For both credit and debit card purchases, if you remain dissatisfied with the
card provider’s response you can raise the matter with the Financial
Ombudsman Service (FOS) www.financial-ombudsman.org.uk who will
decide if the complaint was valid and award damages if applicable.
 Buying by PayPal
The same procedure for claims for debit card payments also applies to
PayPal payments as, although PayPal aren’t a bank, they are signed up to the
FOS. Other money transfer services have similar terms to PayPal but may
not be signed up to the FOS for dispute resolution. You are therefore advised
to check their terms.
 Cash or cheque
Buying goods by cash or cheque is unfortunately is a case of ‘buyer beware’.
Another common concern for consumers is the validity of gift cards or
vouchers for a company that has entered administration. Unfortunately these
are accepted only at the discretion of the administrators. There is no express
right to use them - even though they are effectively cash.
If you require any further advice or information about any of the matters in
this article please contact our partner, Citizens Advice Consumer Service, on
08454 040506. For business advice and support contact 0345 0455206.
Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service

There are a few messages the Service wants to remind residents of as we
leave the winter months behind.
Get sweeping: Chimneys should be professionally swept and brickwork
inspected at least once a year to prevent chimney fires. Our advice is to
check yours before and after the winter period.
As the clocks go forward, push the button: Everyone should have a correctly
fitted, working smoke alarm in their home. You should test it at least once a
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week by pushing the button. If you have forgotten to do yours recently, why
not test it when you turn your clocks forward?
Easter school holidays: Arson can often increase during the school holidays.
Stay vigilant, call 999 if you see a crime taking place and do not attempt to
put the fire out yourself. If you are a parent, speak to your child about the
dangers of playing with fire.
It’s DIY time: We frequently receive an increase in calls relating to
homeowners getting into accidents associated with DIY. These can involve
electrical equipment which has been stored in a damp shed over the winter
and heavy-duty garden equipment. Be careful, read the instructions and take
expert advice from a DIY store.
For free home fire safety advice, log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk. Like our
fan page on Facebook by searching Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue, and
follow us on Twitter @cambsfrs. To find out if you are eligible for a free
home fire safety check, call 0800 917 99 94.
Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire is looking for homevisiting volunteers

Our volunteers are all parents or grandparents who can give a few hours a
week to help families who are finding it difficult to cope.
A 10-Session training course will be held during April & May
The course will be held from 9.30am – 2.30pm – dates to be confirmed.
For more details contact Katie or Sarah at:- Home-Start Royston & South
Cambridgeshire, Unit 6, Valley Farm, Station Road, Meldreth, Royston,
Herts, SG8 6JP 01763 262262 or admin@hsrsc.co.uk www.hsrsc.co.uk
Registered Charity No 1105385
Church Cleaning

Readers

2nd

Chris Brown & Rosemary Guest

3rd

Hugh & Meta Greenfield

9th

Rachel Howland Jackson

10th

Family Service

16th

Meta Greenfield

17th

Ann Killen & Margaret Winterbourne

23rd

Holly Dubocq

24th

Anne Coulson (both readings)

31st

Rita Clarkson

31st

Sue Carpenter & Erica Bithell

Flowers
31st

The Easter Team

Coffee
3rd

Ann Killen & Joy Churcher

10th

Sarah Pitchford & Anne Coulson

17th

Rita Clarkson & Valerie Ridgman
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