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When I was a curate, I was privileged to have Mike Booker as my 
training incumbent. I count my blessings that this was the case. 
While I didn’t pick up his penchant for ridiculously strong coffee, 
super-sweet baklava or memory for names (sadly), some of his 
other habits did rub off in a good way. One of these is being open 
to finding inspiration wherever you can. 
 
One book that Mike recommended as inspiring early in my curacy 
is Ministry Rediscovered by Mike Starkey, who Mike knew. Mike 
seemed to know or have taught most ministers I came across! 
While a book mainly aimed at ordained ministers, it is of interest to 
anyone wanting to know more about the mission of the Church in 
the messiness of everyday living. Of all the chapters in the book, 
the one that stuck with me the most is on guidance. Of the many 
things Starkey says on guidance, the most memorable for me is to 
pray for wisdom. Sometimes the most obvious actions are those 
that we too readily forget to take time over in our haste to find the 
answer to our concern. Starkey quotes a line from a poem: We 
make the path by walking it. 
 
As we as a team move forward into 2017, we will be facing  
interesting and exciting times. To be most prepared for them,  
perhaps we can use this Christmas season to pause and pray for 
wisdom as we consider a new appointment and the shaping of 
things to come. 
 
If you want to read more of Ministry Rediscovered, do let me 
know. I can lend you my copy, although having moved to Barton 
recently, it might take me a while to find it! 
 
As Mike says, ‘Really good to see you.’ 
 
Many God bless us this season with peace, love and wisdom as 
we make the path together. 
 

Corin 
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Barton. Generous Slice Cafe  
Wednesday 18 January  

from 9.45 am.in the Village Hall. 
All Welcome  

for coffee-tea-croissants etc  

News from around the Lordsbridge 
Team 

Christmas Music-  
Baroque and Beyond,  

Saturday 10 December, 4 pm  
at Toft St Andrew’s. Toft choir and friends 

at St Andrew’s Church.  
Tickets £5 to include mulled wine and 

mince pies.  

The team bid farewell to Mike, 15 October at Dry Drayton church. 

Haslingfield Choir and Orchestra  
at All Saints' Haslingfield,  

Saturday 10 December, 7.30 pm  
A Homage to Beethoven's Concert of 

Premieres (1808),  
Mozart: Laudate Dominum,  

Kyrie in D minor,  
Beethoven: Choral Fantasy,  

Gloria, Opferlied,  
Berlioz: The Shepherds' Farewell.  

Conductor Martin Ennis. Tickets £10, £5 
(students, children free) from The Village 

Shop and at the door:   
enquiries Kate Dickens 872088.  

Wishing you 

a blessed and peaceful  

CHRISTMAS! 



 
Christian Meditation: 

A Taster Session.  
 

Life is full of noise.  
 

On 11th January  
in Coton Parish Room  

at 8pm,  
there will be an evening to  

explore the place  
and possibilities of the  

ancient practice of  
Christian Meditation,  

led by Revd Howard Bigg,  
assistant minister  

in St Mary's Hardwick.  
 

If anyone would like to know 
more, please  

contact Howard on  
01954 211673  

or howard.bigg@cantab.net. 

 

Can we see more of this happen, here in our own communities?  
Mike Moynagh was at pains to encourage us all to get involved.   
Everyone can start looking for signs of God at work in the places they spend their time. All of us can pray for the 
streets we walk down and the communities we know. All of us can look out for what God is doing, and start to ask 
him how and where he wants us to join in. 
 
Here in Lordsbridge, we want to encourage each other in doing this. We’re proposing starting an informal  
conversation-based gathering, where people can talk about the things they are noticing, hear stories of what is 
happening in other places, and get training and support as we dare to step out of our comfort zones and join in 
with what God’s doing.  

Mission, it's been said, is finding out what God is doing and joining in… 

In October, a group from Lordsbridge joined others from Ely Dioceses to think 
more about these things, by attending the “Blended” Conference. We heard 
stories of lives being changed through fresh expressions of church. We also 
heard about the importance of the so-called ‘routine’ of the ordinary life of the 
parish, where people are unobtrusively introduced to Jesus Christ daily. Most 
importantly, we reflected on how these two are really one. Like a good blend of 
coffee, the church is all the richer for holding together this diversity. 

Where is God at work  
in our communities? 

Watch the keynote talks from  
former Archbishop of Canterbury, Revd Dr Rowan Williams, 
and leading theologian, Revd Dr Mike Moynagh  
online here:  
www.elydiocese.org/mission/fresh-expressions/blended-conference-2016 

If you are interested in thinking more about “finding out what God is doing and joining in”,  
come along to a Taster session in Coton in January.  

Help us shape the group to support you in your local community.  
Contact bethcope@lordsbridge.org to find out more. 

Vacancy update 
 
At the start of December, the Team  
profile and the initial parish information 
needed for the Team Rector  
recruitment pack was nearly complete.   
During December, this Team profile will 
be circulated to Team Council  
members and the archdeacon for  
review, and to PCCs for information.  It 
will then be sent to the Lord Chancellor 
who is patron for the post.   
This process is being managed by the 
Team Council in liaison with the ‘parish 
reps’ appointed by the PCCs. 
 
The parishes of Caldecote, Comberton 
and Toft will be asked, sometime in the 
new year, to provide more detailed  
recruitment information and will be  
given guidance then on what is  
needed. We expect the process to  
become clearer once initial paperwork 
is complete. 
 
Each vacant parish is functioning a little 
differently for the time being. Alongside 
the churchwardens in each church, we 
are very grateful to Corin for taking  

something of a ‘lead minister’ role for 
Comberton, and to Michael Reiss for  
doing the same in Toft, working  
alongside others. Corin and Michael 
are joining ‘core team’ meetings every 
4-6 weeks, with Charles, Becca and 
Alison, so that we can keep one  
another up to date.  Dona and Nicola, 
as church wardens, are doing a sterling 
job in Caldecote and are keeping in 
touch with Alison direct.  Kathma is 
involved in taking requests for baptisms 
in Comberton and Caldecote, and  
Alison is currently the first port of call 
for funerals in those parishes.  Ann, as 
church warden, is doing the same job 
in Toft.  Of course there are also many  
others, lay and ordained, in each place, 
who are doing more as we cover for 
Mike’s absence – we are all grateful.   
 
Alison is currently Acting Team Rector, 
so whilst the local team in each parish 
has things well under control, she is 
here to help in a crisis, if you have any 
questions, or if you need other kinds of 
support during the vacancy. 

http://www.elydiocese.org/mission/fresh-expressions/blended-conference-2016
mailto:bethcope@lordsbridge.org


If you would like a news item included in the next edition  (Feb/Mar) 
please email information to the Administrator by 20 January 
Email:  kd323565@gmail.com 

Church websites: 
Harlton: http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church 
Comberton: http://www.combertonchurch.co.uk/ 
Hardwick: http://stmaryshardwick.org.uk/ 
Coton: http://stpeterscoton.org.uk/ 
Barton: www.bartonstpeters.org.uk  
Haslingfield: www.allsaintschurchhaslingfield.org 

 

 

“Pippin’s” is open on  
 3 December, 7 Jan & 4 Feb.  

10 to midday in the community room at the 
Hardwick Primary school.  

Coffee, cakes and company.   
Perhaps we’ll see you there.  

What does Christmas mean to 
you? 

 
If you put up a bare Christmas Tree in 
amongst all the glitter and decorations of a 
village Christmas fair, it certainly gets  
people’s attention. Even more so when you 
invite them to “add some sparkle” by writing 
or drawing what Christmas means to them on 
star-shaped decorations. 
 
As I’ve done this with groups from local 
churches in several of our villages this  
Christmas, it has been clear that family, love, 
presents, joy, food and celebration all 
help ‘make Christmas’, which is great! But 
I’ve also heard people talk of the expense, 
and the stress, and busyness of it all.  
 
Maybe that’s not so far from the first  
Christmas experiences either? Mary, an  
unmarried mother, gave birth in an unfamiliar 
place. Her son’s birth caused such danger 
they soon had to flee as refugees to keep 
him safe. Yet, even in this mess of everyday 
life, there was joy, and love, and celebration 
as the angels sang about the difference – the 
peace –  that this child would one day bring. 
Maybe that will give us the confidence this 
Christmas to stop trying to make it ‘perfect’, 
but look for the hope, peace and joy in our 
everyday lives? After all, God didn’t wait for 
everything to be perfect before he sent his 
son to make a difference in the world!  
Perhaps we might even challenge ourselves 
to be an influence to love and peace, despite 
our ordinary imperfections? Maybe that’s 
what Christmas could mean this year? 

Love * Food * Snow * Presents * Joy  

Jesus * Expense * Happy * Candles.* Father Christmas 

 Sparkle * Can be tough * Giving * The Star  

* God made human Family 

Revd Beth Cope 

Lordsbridge Team Pioneer Curate 

Remembrance with St Michael’s  

and Gateways in Caldecote 
Remembrance in Haslingfield 

http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church


During  

a break  

at Barton  

churchyard  

clear up! 

Advent at Caldecote school 

Sacred Space, 

27 November, 

hosted by  

Dry Drayton,  

for the  

whole team 

Photo Gallery  

Art Exhibition at  
St Mary’s 
Comberton,  
18 to 20 Nov 


