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As most readers of Lordsbridge Life will know Canon Mike Booker will be  

leaving us as Team Rector on 22 October when he will be Licensed as  

Bishop’s Officer for Change in Market Towns.  Although he will still be living in 

Comberton for a while afterwards he will move to a new vicarage in due course.  

The process for appointing a successor to Mike has begun.  The appointment 

this time is vested in the Crown and the Lord Chancellor’s office have a  

different way of presenting candidates.  Whilst all parishes and the Team  

Council are invited to contribute a profile there is not a competitive interview 

process.  The Crown presents a nominee to a panel selected from parish  

representatives and the panel (and the bishop) is invited to say yes or no.  This 

process continues until a new Team Rector is found.  The Diocesan Bishop has 

the right to ask the Crown to present a preferred nominee at the beginning of 

the process and Bishop Stephen will be doing this.  If the appointment is made 

from amongst the current Core Team then a process will begin quickly to 

search for a new Team Vicar. 

The Core Team (Alison, Becca, Charles and Beth) will be working hard with 

Churchwardens to ensure that all parishes have full ministry in the vacancy as 

well as pastoral oversight from a named Lead Minister.  We shall be sad to see 

Mike leave us after 11 years but we are confident that God’s hand will be at 

work in steering the team into the future. 

Charles 
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Barton Church Coffee Morning 
15 October, 10 to 11.45 am 

In Barton Village Hall. 
Bring & Buy, Raffle and more… 
Christmas cards from Save the  

Children Fund 

Music in Quiet Places  

advertised at Haslingfield.  

on Saturday 8 October has been 

cancelled 

News from around the Lordsbridge 
Team 

Coffee & Cakes,  
Saturday 8th October,  

between 10 am and 12 noon  
at All Saints’, Haslingfield.  
Please drop in for coffee,  

Team United Services on 
30 October 

 Lordsbridge Team Service for All 
Saints Day, 30 October, 10.30 am at 

All Saints’ Church, Haslingfield. A 
United All Age Service of Holy Com-

munion.  
 

Matins (BCP), 30 October, 10.30 am 
at St Michael & All Angels, Caldecote 

Lordsbridge Team  

Service to bid Farewell 

to Mike 

15 October 2.30 pm 
including tea at 3 pm 

At Dry Drayton Church 
  

All Welcome 



 

Barton. Generous Slice Cafe  
Monday 21 November  

from 9.45am.in the Village Hall. 
Coffee-tea-croissants-toast-chat  

All ages welcome 
No charge but donations welcome to 

help with our costs 

West of Cambridge Churches invite 
you to our annual united service 

Just Living 
Stories of faith and social justice 

With guests 
Lara Bundock—Snowdrop Project  
Chris Jenkin—HOPE Cambridge 

Sunday 20th November, 2016  
at Comberton Leisure, CB23 7DU,  

10:30 to 11:45 
 

Children of all ages are welcome. 
A session for primary school age, led 
by GenR8, will be provided, as well as 
a crèche with an audio and video relay 

of the main service. 
The service supported by : 

Local Baptist Churches, Cambourne 
Church, Cambourne Catholic Church,  

Hardwick Evangelical Church, 
Lordsbridge Team Ministry, Methodist 

Churches,  
Papworth Team Ministry, WCCYM 

A Trip to Calais 
The Jungle Refugee camp was in the news again recently. Here in the UK 
we can only see what’s going on through the eyes of the media, but one 
week ago I was fortunate enough to see it first-hand as a volunteer.  
 
I met Hassan, a qualified pharmacist and former soldier with four young  
children, who was run out of his homeland Afghanistan when the Taliban 
discovered he had worked as a translator for the Americans. 
 
I also met Daniel, a 17 year old Eritrean football fan who was full of laughter 
every day and chatted to me about Adele, James Bond and Arsenal like any 
other teenager. But his teenage life has been far from normal: he spent 2 
months being beaten in an over-crowded Libyan jail and crossed the  
Mediterranean in a blow up boat, as he fled extreme poverty. 
 
Whilst I was in Calais, I was serving tea and coffee to 500 refugees a day 
from a dozen impoverished and war torn nations from across the globe.  
Despite their obvious differences, they held one thing in common: they had 
all suffered through trauma, be that at home or on the journey, or both. A 
remarkable number of these refugees were unaccompanied teenagers, 
within a year or two of my own age, who in the UK would have been in 
school or college not in a squalid refugee camp. 
 
As with any community, not everyone in the camp is a good person.  But in 
my experience, the overwhelming majority were unfailingly polite, friendly 
and appreciative of our efforts to help, simply wanting an opportunity to 
study and work in peace and safety, and it is difficult to begrudge them that. 
 
Ben Myers (15/09/16) 

Art & Craft Exhibition 

2016 

at St Mary’s Church, Comberton 

 

Fri 18th, Sat 19th  

& Sun 20th November 

10 am to 4 pm 

Entry Free 

The van out of which we served coffee & tea in the jungle. 



If you would like a news item included in the next edition  (Oct/Nov) 
please email information to the Administrator by 20 September. 
Email:  kd323565@gmail.com 

Church websites: 
Harlton: http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church 
Comberton: http://www.combertonchurch.co.uk/ 
Hardwick: http://stmaryshardwick.org.uk/ 
Coton: http://stpeterscoton.org.uk/ 
Barton: www.bartonstpeters.org.uk  
Haslingfield: www.allsaintschurchhaslingfield.org 

 

 

“Pippin’s” is open on  
 1 October, 5 November & 3 December.  

10 to midday in the community room at the 
Hardwick Primary school.  

Coffee, cakes and company.   
Perhaps we’ll see you there.  

 
Youth Work– Update 
 
As you have probably heard by now, Emma 
Slater, our Lordsbridge Team youth worker is 
on maternity leave. This means the youth 
work will be slightly different for a time before 
Emma comes back but also brings some 
great opportunities too. 
 
While Emma is away a team of ministers and 
volunteers will be helping to cover the  
majority of what Emma is involved in both 
within the wider WCCYM (West Cambridge  
Christian Youth Ministries) team and in 
Comberton Village College. This will be a 
great opportunity for the young people to get 
to know our ministers better as well as some  
members of the churches.  
 
Another opportunity to dream big and  
develop the youth work over the next year or 
so is YFCs (Youth For Christ’s) Limitless  
community gatherings. Limitless community 
is a “community of youth workers who share 
a hunger to see Jesus transform the lives of 
young people, and a commitment to support 
and pray for each other. It’s an opportunity to 
dream big and get practical in planning for 
your own young people, but to do so in a 
room full of experts who can equip, inspire 
and encourage.” 
 
YFC Cambridge will be running one of these 
specifically for WCCYM which includes the 
Lordsbridge Team of churches as well as 
many other churches in our villages and  
surrounding area. The team covering  
Emmas maternity leave will be attending 
these gatherings and discerning Gods plans 
for the youth work. This is a great opportunity 
for the youth work to develop and grow even 
more over the next year and beyond! 
 
Parents and young people please keep an 
eye on the WCCYM website www.wccym.org  
for youth events and activities coming up 
both in and out of school (Comberton and 
Cambourne VCs)  
 
Do please continue to pray for the young 
people, youth work and Emma and Nick and 
their baby daughter Isla..  

The 8th Annual 

Walk from  

Gonville &  

Caius College  

Cambridge to 

All Saints’  

Haslingfield  

to raise money 

for a new 

teacher’s 

house in  

Magomero, 

Malawi. 

http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church
http://www.wccym.org


A Meditation on October 
October is a beautiful, yet strange month of the year.  It is 
neither here nor there, a season that finds us hanging on 
to the coat tails of the last remnants of summer warmth 
whilst tentatively dipping our feet in the icy waters of  
winter.  The leaves on the trees begin to lose their green 
hue; animals begin to prepare for hibernation; the days 
feel shorter and the longer nights are much colder.  
 
October is a transitory season - a time of change, a time 
of loss - and for many, a time of reflection.  
 
In the Christian tradition, October signals both a celebra-
tion of life that has grown and the commemoration of life 
that has passed.  Harvest Thanksgiving, which occurs at 
the beginning of the month, is a time to show gratitude for 
the fruit of the earth and think of those who lack basic 
provisions.  All Souls, which occurs at the end, is a time 
to remember loved ones who have died.   
 
This month allows space for us to reflect on the reality of 
life and death in shaping who we are as a community. 
 
Things to consider doing this month: 
Contribute to a local charity - As the nights grow longer 

and colder, charities struggle to provide for the many 
homeless in Cambridge.  Projects like Winter Com-
fort, Jimmy’s Shelter, Emmaus and Cambridge Cyre-
nians continue to need support 

Grow your own fruit/veg – A great way to save money, to 
eat healthily, and to value what the earth provides. 
October is the best month to plant garlic, onions, 
raspberries and rhubarb. 

Get involved in your local community – There are so 
many things going on in our villages which help to 
shape us as  communities. 

Connect with someone who is lonely – There are many 
within this community who will be feeling particularly 
bereft this month.  A smile, a warm touch or even a 
visit can help brighten the darkest of days. 

 
Aaron Jackman 
Ordinand from Westcott House 
Attached to St Mary’s Hardwick 

Harvest Thanksgiving at Barton 

On September 17th, the Church in Toft went to  

Buckden Towers for a day away, thinking together 

what it might mean to be a truly fruitful church. Taking 

time in discussion, prayer, eating together and  

exploring the grounds together made for a wonderful 

day and helped to set our vision for the future. It was 

good to welcome Revd Alison Walker as our  

Methodist minister. Alison - who has been minister in  

Haslingfield for some time -  is now minister of both 

the Methodist churches within the Lordsbridge area.  


