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“This is a good place, and God has a good purpose for it.” I 
picked up this saying from someone I interviewed recently 
for a job and it has stuck in my mind. There is a hopeful  
simplicity in it, I think, and it coincides with the way I feel 
when I visit the many and various parishes of the diocese - 
not least those in the Lordsbridge Team (keep the invitations 
coming!). It also coincides with some lines from the 

Lordsbridge Team prayer: “In your mission you placed us where we are and 
formed us into a team. Call us onward into your purposes and growth.” 
What I particularly like about this prayer is the combined sense of stability 
and movement: by God’s grace you belong where you are, but you’re not 
“stuck in the mud”; you’re open to renewal and change, led by the Holy 
Spirit. In this I think you are an example to the whole diocese. 
 
Of course there are times and situations in which the balance between  
stability and movement has to shift. Too much stress on staying rooted can 
lead to stagnation. Too much focus on change can leave people feeling lost 
without a compass. We always need the gifts of discerning wisdom and 
good judgement, and in this diocese we have produced a strategy to guide 
us - Ely 2025: People Fully Alive.  
 
The diocesan strategy suggests five areas of focus: nurturing a confident 
people of God; developing healthy churches; serving the community; 
reimagining our buildings; and targeting support to key areas. Of these five 
“nurturing a confident people of God” is both first and primary, and I  
welcome the observation that it might also be expressed as “nurturing a 
people confident in God”. For this reason I am delighted to know that one 
of the Lordsbridge Team’s major themes is prayer, because prayer roots us 
in God and opens us up to God’s power to transform our lives. A praying 
people of God will surely be able to say with confidence and hope, “This is a 
good place, and God has a good purpose for it”.  
 
Incidentally, it occurs to me that the phrase “This is a good place, and God 
has a good purpose for it” is something we are obliged to say about all the 
new places that are springing up around us – Cambourne West, Bourn  
Airfield… 
 
Best wishes 
Alex 

News from around the Lordsbridge 
Team Churches

In this issue 

Tuesday Feb 26th  
Lordsbridge Team AGM 

7.30pm, Harlton Village Hall 
 

Saturday 2nd March  
Marriage Preparation day  

for wedding couples 
 

Sunday 3rd March  
Team Evensong 

6.30pm at Dry Drayton church 
 

Wednesday 6th March  
Team services for Ash Wednesday 

 
Sunday 10th March  

Thirst youth gathering,  
6-8.30pm, contact 

youth@lordsbridge.org 
 

Wednesday 20th March  
Deanery Synod open meeting  

7.30pm, venue tbc 
 

Friday 22nd – Sunday 24th March  
Youth weekend 

 
Sunday 31st March  

A 5th Sunday but no united Team  
services  

 
Team Quiet Morning 

postponed 
 

Sunday 7th April 
Team Evensong  

6.30pm at Dry Drayton church 
 

Sunday 14th April– Palm Sunday 
Friday 19t April– Good Friday 

Sunday 21st April– Easter Sunday 
 

Thursday 25th April 
Alpha Course begins 
7.30 pm at Haslingfield 

Ely 2025: People Fully Alive is the Ely diocesan strategy, with the strapline ‘We pray to be generous and visible 
people of Jesus Christ’.  Initiatives such as Sunday Morning Resources, the Ely Way of Life booklets and the Growth 
Fund for local mission projects (from which Lordsbridge has benefited) come under this banner, as does the more 
open approach to vocation and training (with lay and ordained together) and the Blended conference on pioneering 
new forms of church.   
You can find out more about Ely 2025 via https://www.elydiocese.org/about/our-strategy-ely-2025 

Lordsbridge Team Diary  

for Feb to April 2019 

Resourcing Prayer, Mission,  
and Sustainability 

For the 50th edition of Lordsbridge Life we invited Archdeacon Alex 
Hughes to write the editorial.  Here are his reflections  

Looking back : 

• Highlights from 
the first 49  
editions of 
Lordsbridge Life 

• Lordsbridge 
youth  
2011-2019 

• Photo Gallery 
 
 

Looking forward: 

• Ely 2025–  
People Fully 
Alive 

• Mission  
on our doorstep 

• A manager for  
the Lordsbridge 
Team  
Resource Hub 

• Alpha Course  

mailto:youth@lordsbridge.org


 What’s on 

Open Gardens in Barton 
Sunday April 7th 

with teas in the church. 
2.30-5pm. 

Lordsbridge book group  
will meet again  

on 27th February 2019,  
venue tba.  

We have chosen Phoebe:  
A Story, by Paula Gooder.  

It's a beautifully written fiction-
al account of Paul's life and 
work from the standpoint of 
one of his female missionary 
associates. For further infor-

mation  
please contact Howard Bigg  

on 01954 211673 on 
hcbigg40@gmail.com.  

Coffee & Cake 
Saturday 9th February,  

10 am—12 noon 
At All saints’ Haslingfield 

Lordsbridge Team AGM 
Tuesday 26 February, 7.30 pm 

At Harlton Village Hall 
Open to everyone 

Highlights from the first 49 editions of Lordsbridge Life 
 
The first edition of Lordsbridge Life was produced in February 2011. In that and the 
49 subsequent issues, Lordsbridge Life has provided a window into the people and 
events that have shaped the common life of the Lordsbridge Team. 
 
The first edition gave information about the Illumin8 Café for youth and the Oasis 
Holiday Club for seniors at Haslingfield Methodist Church. The editorial was written 
by the Team Rector, Mike Booker. 
 
In June 2011, Lordsbridge Life welcomed Revd Corin Redsell and Nicky Redsell to 
the Team. Corin had just completed his ministerial training and had been appointed 
as a curate in the team. 
 
In October of the same year, Lordsbridge Life covered the service of licensing and 
authorising for LLMs and ALMs. The service took place at Ely Cathedral and the 
Bishop of Huntingdon, Rt Revd David Thomson, authorised two ALMs to the team. 
 
The Lordsbridge School of Theology began in January 2012, and in its first term it 
covered some of the central themes of Christian theology. In 2012 “Call to Pray” 
meetings also started, facilitated by Revd Alison Myers and Christine Woods and 
continued well into 2015. 
 
By August 2012, Lordsbridge Life was reporting the launch of the Oasis Holiday 
Club for seniors in Comberton, after several successful years in Haslingfield.  
 
In October Lordsbridge Life advertised Autumn Pathways, (and Epiphany Pathways 
next year) a morning of creativity and reflection, organised by Corin. This issue also 
celebrated with Philip Dean who was licensed as Lay Minister in October 2012. 
 
In June 2013, Issue 15 saw a dramatic change in the team as we bid farewell to 
Revd Michael Matthews who had been serving the parishes of Barton, Great & Little 
Eversden, Harlton and Haslingfield. Michael moved to take charge of six small rural 
parishes along the River Nene.  

 
In Autumn 2013  
several new lay  
ministers were  
authorised within 
the team. We also 
welcomed Revd 
Charles Fraser and 
Revd Jill Chatfield 
who were licensed to 
the team in  
September.  Charles 
started serving as 
lead minister in the 
Eversdens and Jill 
worked mainly in 
Comberton and 
Hardwick.  

 
Emma Slater joined the team as Youth Worker alongside Teresa Taylor. In Autumn 
2013 “The Call of the Kingdom” a home grown preaching and study series was also 
launched across the team. 
 
Early in 2014 we held the first 
“Sacred Space” gathering.  
 
In Issue 20 (April 2014) the 
Team Collect was published.  
 
We welcomed Revd Judy 
Polkinghorn as Team Curate in 
the summer and on 20th  
October Revd Becca Gilbert 
was licensed as Team Vicar to 
serve Barton, Coton, Harlton 
and Haslingfield.  
 

Sacred Space, 2017 
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In 2015, after a break, the Lordsbridge School of Theology was back. Corin 
finished his curacy and joined the team as an SSM. And with great sorrow but 
with deep gratitude we said ‘goodbye’ to Derek Tombs, LLM and Team  
Treasurer.  
 
 
 
In October 2015 
we launched the 
first Lordsbridge 
Prayer  
Pilgrimage.  
 
And in December 
a Fresh  
Expression of 
church 
“Gateways” was 
launched in  
Highfields 
Caldecote.  
 
 

In April 2016 we saw the 
start of ‘Messy Church’ for 
all ages in Coton on the 
first Sunday of every 
month and at Easter 2018 
Holy Communion was  
celebrated at ‘Messy 
Church’ for the first time.  
 
This style of worship was 
also transported to the 
Eversdens in early 2018 
and ‘Children’s Church’ 
started meeting on the 
first Sunday of every 
month in Great Eversden. 

 
In the summer of 2016 Revd Beth Cope joined the team as Team Pioneer  
Curate and Revds Adrian and Jill Chatfield retired and moved away to the 
Midlands. In August 2016 Revd Mike Booker, the Team Rector, announced 
that he would be leaving the team, and in October we bid farewell to him. 
 
In March 2017 the Bishop announced Revd Alison Myers as our new Team 
Rector, and Alison was instituted and inducted in May. In July we  
recommended a new Team Vicar to the Bishop. Revd David Newton was  
licensed as Team Vicar on 5th December to serve Caldecote, Comberton and 
Toft. 
 
In 2017 our youth worker Emma Slater moved to a 
job in Cambridge and Teresa took on the youth work 
coordinating role. 
 
In September, very sadly, we said ‘goodbye’ to Revd 
Paul Duffett, who had lived and served in Barton for 
many years as a retired priest.  
 
In October we welcomed Sue Nelms and Clare Bigg 
as Licensed Lay Ministers to the team. 
 
In August Revd Beth Cope left the team to start a 
church in Northstowe. 
 
In the August/September Issue a new Resource Hub 
for the team was announced, funded by the Diocesan 
Growth Fund, and in this fiftieth issue we welcome 
Robbie Thomson as the Resource Hub Manager. 

Gateways 

Illumin8 shooting social, 2014 

Lordsbridge Team Prayer Pilgrimage, 2016 

Lordsbridge Youth 2011 – 2019 
 
Illumin8, as mentioned in the first  
edition of Lordsbridge Life, was the 
name given to the Lordsbridge youth 
provision from 2006 -2014.  Started 
by the then curate Matt Watts, this 
included a termly worship and latterly 
the addition of a monthly café.  Teresa 
took up the leadership of this when 
Matt moved to New Zealand in late 
2009. In its heyday, the café  
welcomed up to 20 young people 
from our villages, a highlight being a 
visit from Bishop David in April 2012.  
By Spring 2015 the numbers  
attending the café had reduced to a 
level that was not sustainable.  Emma 
Slater who was employed by the team 
as a part time youth worker 2013 – 
2017 then concentrated on gathering 
small groups of young people for  
Bible study and encouraging them to 
join in with the wider area youth  
provision provided by WCCYM (West 
Cambridge Christian Youth Ministries).  
WCCYM have been in existence for 26 
years and is a partnership of local 
churches (Lordsbridge, Comberton 
Baptist, Cambourne Church, Hardwick 
Evangelical Church). 
From Autumn 2017, the Lordsbridge 
team made the decision to partner 
more closely with WCCYM and  
encourage the young people from our 
parishes to attend the wider-area 
events and activities.  These include a 
monthly worship service, annual 
weekend away, schools work and  
socials.  Teresa represents the 
Lordsbridge team on the WCCYM 
team, planning and organising these 
events and acts as youth work  
coordinator for the Lordsbridge team.  
Rev Alison Myers sits on the WCCYM 
executive committee. 
 
For further information, go to 
www.wccym.co.uk or contact: 
youth@lordsbridge.org 

http://www.wccym.co.uk
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Mission on our doorstep 

Whether our village is 300 people or 3,000 people, most of us 

would fight hard to ensure that each of our villages continues 

to have a church community to which Christian disciples can 

belong, where they can meet, pray, worship and share  

communion and from which they can be a witness to others.  

However, in our immediate area, within the next decade, 

there will be two new settlements, larger than any of our  

existing villages, and comparable in size to Cambourne.  

These new settlements will be without a church community or 

access to an Anglican minister, unless we do something about 

it.   

 

The 2,350 homes, schools and playing fields of Cambourne 

West, for which outline planning permission has been  

granted, will sit between Cambourne Village College and  

Caxton Gibbet.  The Bourn Airfield development of 3,500 homes, in the SCDC local plan and currently applying for  

outline planning permission, is designed to be a new rural centre with schools, shops and health care.  Whether or 

not we agree with the plans, if they go ahead these will be communities and people in need of a Christian presence.  

Experience has shown that starting life in a new place tends to raise questions of identity, belonging and how to live 

amongst those who are not yet members of a faith  

community. As Christians already here, we have a responsibility to build foundations for the future Christian presence 

and witness in this area. 

 

Some time ago, Bourn Deanery Synod asked Alison Myers to bring together a working group to coordinate our  

response.  This group, in various forms, has been working slowly in the background.  At the moment, this group  

consists of the archdeacon, the rural dean (Sue Wyatt) and deanery lay chair (John Crang), a representative of  

Cambourne Church Council and the county ecumenical officer.  We are currently in active discussion with the Bishop 

and the Diocese of Ely about possible approaches.  We have nothing to report just at the moment, but if you are  

concerned about the pastoral needs and mission opportunities these new settlements in our area will bring, then 

please pray with us – 

 

• For a vision for mission in Cambourne West and Bourn Airfield 

• For those who will be moving into the new houses and starting afresh in a new place 

• For one or more ministers, pioneers, lay or ordained, to be called (and funded) to these new places 

• For relationships with the developers and with the county, district and parish councils involved, that the local 

faith communities are experienced as a valuable partner in the building of flourishing, healthy communities 

• For wisdom over where and how space should be provided (and funded) for Christian communities to meet 

• For those already living in this area whose lives will be adversely affected by these new settlements. 

 

For more contact Alison alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org  

Cambourne West proposed site 

Bourn Airfield proposals 

mailto:alisonmyers@lordsbridge.org


 
 

“Pippin’s” is open on  5 Jan, 
 2 Feb & 2 March ,  

10 to midday in the community room  
at the Hardwick Primary school.  

Coffee, cakes and company.   
Perhaps we’ll see you there.  

All Saints’ Haslingfield will be hosting the  

Alpha Course after Easter. Alpha is a chance 

to explore life and the Christian faith in a 

friendly, informal & open environment.  

Look out for more information in the next 

issue. 

If you are interested in coming along,  
inviting someone or helping please get in 
touch with Becca:  
rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org  

A Manager for the Lordsbridge Team Resource Hub 
 
The Team Council’s working group are now pleased to be able to 

announce the appointment of Robbie Thomson to the part time post 

of Lordsbridge Resource Hub Manager.  This post is funded for three 

years by the diocesan Growth Fund.  Robbie will work with the Team 

Administrator, for 12 hours/week, to develop the administrative  

resources that support the team of ministers and vicars who are 

working on the front line of ministry and mission in our villages.  

Robbie brings with him extensive experience of operations  

management in a large church set up with several sites.  However, 

worshipping at a small church himself, he believes in our vision of 

small churches that are closely connected to their communities, and 

already knows many of our local communities well.  He starts work 

officially in the week of 4 February and will initially be based in the 

‘curate’s study’ part of Coton parish rooms.  Alison is his line  

manager and he will be working closely with the core team and Team 

Administrator as he picks up his new role.  Robbie lives in Hardwick 

with his wife Susie and children Lucy, Bethany and Sam.  As well as his role within the Lordsbridge Team, Robbie is 

Head of Events at Holy Trinity Brompton in London, having previously been the Events Manager at Soul Survivor in 

Watford.  If he ever finds time amongst keeping up with the kids, he enjoys cooking, history and sports.   

 

My thanks go to Julia, Charles and Erica who have all played a key part in getting us to this stage in the Resource 

Hub project. 

 

Please do pray for Robbie as he joins the team and gets to know us better. 

If you would like a news item included in the next edition  
(February/March) please email information to the 
Administrator by 15th March.  
Email:  teamadmin@lordsbridge.org  

Church websites: 
Caldecote: www.caldecotechurch.org.uk  
Harlton: http://harltonvillage.org.uk/church 
Comberton: http://www.stmaryscomberton.org/ 
Hardwick: http://stmaryshardwick.org.uk/ 
Coton: http://stpeterscoton.org.uk/ 
Barton: www.bartonstpeters.org.uk  
Haslingfield: www.allsaintschurchhaslingfield.org 

The Gilberts are going to Greenbelt 2019, would you like to join us?  
We enjoyed it so much last year that we’ve booked to go again.  

Greenbelt is a festival of Arts, Faith & Justice and held on the August 
Bank Holiday Weekend. If you don’t fancy camping, we are so close 

why don’t you come for the day? It has something for all ages.  
More info www.greenbelt.org.uk  

or contact Revd Rebecca Gilbert: rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org.  
Tickets cheaper if bought before April! 

mailto:rebeccagilbert@lordsbridge.org
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Photo Gallery– A look back at Lordsbridge Life 

Easter bonnet making in Hardwick, 2011  

Start of the Good Friday pilgrimage with the cross, 2014 – in 

front of St Mary’s Great Eversden 

and at Comberton , 2013 

Gateways picnic, 2016 

Remembrance 2018 at the Eversdens 

Prayer station in Little Eversden 

Oasis holiday club for Seniors in Haslingfield  

Pet Service at Harlton, 2014 

 



Community weekend in Toft– Across the Generation, 2015 

Mad Hatter’s Tea Party at Haslingfield, 2016 

Pop-up Nativity, Dry Drayton, 2018 

Coton Messy Church, 2018 

Caldecote Carol Service moved to the Village Hall 

due to flooding, 2013 

Harvest at Barton, 2017 


