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Dear Friends, 
 
A friend gave me a short collection of his poetry towards the end of last 
year. I had little time to look at it and allow the words to sit within my still 
soul until the New Year. But how refreshed and encouraged I felt when I 
gave myself space to reflect on his writing.  
 
How good are you at finding space to reflect or be still? I have been 
meditating recently on a few short words from the Bible: "Be still and 
know that I am God” (Psalm 46.10). How can I know the answer when I’m 
rarely still, or indeed fearful of what I may find (or not!) when I do finally 
stop and examine whether there is any truth in those few short words.  
 
Lent begins next month, and for Christians, it can be a valuable time to 
pause and become even more attentive to what’s going on inside, as well as 
on the exterior. It can be life-giving, although not easy as we reconnect 
with ourselves and God. In a season of so much change politically, and 
most probably personally as life marches on for us all – may we have the 
courage to take the time to observe the season of Lent in our own lives and 
be still in whatever way we can, daily, weekly, with others or on our own.  
 
Though he was speaking to his contemporary culture in the 19th 
century, Søren Kierkegaard's words still resonate today: 
 
If I were a physician, and if I were allowed to prescribe just one remedy for 
all the ills of the modern world, I would prescribe silence. For even if the 
Word of God were proclaimed in the modern world, how could one hear it 
with so much noise?  
 
Prayers for a peaceful month ahead,  
 
Much love, Becca 
 
 
                                                      Revd Rebecca Gilbert, Lordsbridge Team 
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Church News  
Thank you to everyone for their generosity at our Christmas services; with Gift 
Aid we have sent £546.90 to the Children’s Society.  
 
Jumble Sale 2pm Saturday 23rd February Barton Village Hall & Teas in the Church 
Have an early spring clean and donate items such as unwanted gifts; china; & 
other Bric a Brac; ladies, men's and children's clothes; 
Soft furnishings and bedding; children's toys; & books;(no electrical items).  All 
contributions gratefully received. Jumble may be brought to: 
Meta Greenfield 114 High Street, Barton (leave in garage if out)    01223 262005 
Anne Coulson      2 Mailes close, Barton                                          01223 262666 
Ruth Barnes         33 Kings Grove, Barton                                        01223 262114 
or bring to the Village Hall from 10am on the day 
                                                                                                          Meta Greenfield 
   
Friends of St Peter’s 
The Friends is an informal group formed from across the village of those 
interested in the church and churchyard and supportive of the PCC’s plans to open 
the building to wider community use. We now have 59 regular subscribers. 
Highlights of 2018 included a series of lectures during the summer that attracted 
visitors from Cambridge and neighbouring villages, and a Christmas Tree festival 
which filled the church with delightful and imaginative decorations. We join 
others in our thanks to John Boocock and Barton BeavVers whose voluntary 
labour made possible the rebuilding of the churchyard wall along School Lane. 
We are working with Henry Freeland, the church architect, and Tobit Curteis, the 
conservator of the wall paintings, to investigate options to make the church more 
usable, especially in the winter months. These include heating different parts of 
the church in different ways and exploring ways of reducing humidity and drafts 
which make the church feel so cold. We will publicise proposals as they develop 
and welcome ideas. We will hold some social gatherings for Friends during the 
year together with a number of open events. The annual subscription is £12 and if 
you would like to join please get in touch with Margaret Winterbourne 
mwinterbourne@btinternet.com. Friends receive advance notice of what is 
happening and participate actively in proposing and implementing activities.  
 
Christmas Tree Festival 
Grateful thanks to everyone who took part in the Christmas Tree Festival 2018, 
and to those who visited this glittering feast for the eyes.  Twenty-four trees were 
displayed, all enchanting, some highly inventive.  What a glorious celebration of 
Christmas.  £638.00 has been added to the fund for the new heating system in the 
Church building. It is expected to repeat the Festival this year when it will include 
the St Peter’s Duck Challenge. Again, the trees may be decorated by organisations 
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and businesses in the village, roads and streets, but also by individuals and 
families. Final details will be made known at a later date but now is the time to 
plan how you might decorate your tree. 
 

Saturday 2nd March 7.00pm Barton Village Hall 
With the well-known local caller Bob Ridout  

A CEILIDH 
To include a Ploughman’s Supper 

Tea/coffee/squash provided but you may bring your own drinks a Raffle too  
Due to the size of the Village Hall numbers must be limited 

Tickets:  £15.00  Primary aged children £12.00 
 available from Margaret Winterbourne 

01223 262353 mwinterbourne@btinternet.com 
 
Barton Baptist Church News 
Do you know a family member, friend, colleague or acquaintance who is a real 
“character’, someone who is larger than life, a force to be reckoned with? I can 
think of some people I know who are a blast of hot air, they take over 
conversation with the force of their personality, they amuse me with jokes, 
anecdotes and the most incredible stories and they turn the air blue with their 
vocabulary! But hey! Isn’t it delightful to sit back, listen and be entertained? 
Baroness Jean Trumpington fitted this description. She died recently at the age of 
96. Her husband was headmaster of the Leys school in Cambridge in the 1950s 
and she served as Cambridge mayor from 1971-72. These were, she says, her very 
happiest years. She was very proud of restoring the market place in Cambridge 
instead of having hundreds of cars on it. She said, “It got back its traditional use, 
which I really like”. She will be remembered not as a politician but as a public 
character, someone who “lived life to the full whenever I got the chance” as she 
said. She achieved notoriety and is perhaps best known for sticking her fingers up, 
in the hallowed House of Lords, at the man speaking at that moment, all recorded 
live on national TV.  In the Bible I love many of the wonderful characters who 
stand out as bold, fearsome, determined people from Noah to Samson, from Ruth 
to Esther. Wonderfully human, many of these folk had deeply flawed characters 
but were nonetheless honoured by God for the service they gave to His kingdom. 
One of my favourite Bible characters is Rahab. She hid spies, she took risks, she 
was clever, astute and a consummate deal maker so that all her family were 
rescued when the city of Jericho fell. We read in Joshua 2 :11-12 “The Lord your 
God is indeed God in heaven above and on earth below. Now then, since I have 
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dealt kindly with you, swear to me by the Lord that you in turn will deal kindly 
with my family……” Rahab placed a scarlet cord in her window of her home so 
when Jericho was destroyed her family could be found and rescued. For her 
support of God’s people, she and her family were saved from the destruction that 
befell the rest of the city and in spite of deriving her income as a ‘leading light of 
Jericho’s Red Light district’!! It will be such fun to meet people like Rahab in 
heaven one day. I think many a lazy afternoon will be spent talking about their 
adventures! And while on the subject of talking, you are very welcome to join us 
for our prayer meetings on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month. 

                                                                                                              Alison Foster 
Parish Jottings 
Happy New Year to all residents. 
Community Engagement:  Following recent council training sessions and meetings 
Councillors have expressed a keenness to enhance the ‘community engagement’ 
aspect of the work to be done. Measures being considered and worked upon 
include an update and enhancement of the village website, a village directory of 
important information and contacts and a variety of methods to seek opinion and 
views of residents about a range of village issues. In the meantime could I ask 
residents to raise issues via my Parish Clerk email ian.minto@bartonvillage.org  I 
shall keep a log of the communications and will be assiduous in passing them on 
to the Parish Council for consideration. 
I am new to the post of Parish Clerk and I hope people will understand that there 
are many often complex steps to be taken before anything can be put in place. 
This will also depend on priorities across the village and budget available. I can 
however assure residents that requests will be dealt with respectfully and with 
integrity. 
Strawberries and Creem:  Residents have been leafletted by the organisers of the 
2019 ‘Strawberries and Creem ‘festival at Haggis Farm 15-16th June. There is a 
consultation available for the festival licence and you'll need to go to the public 
register: https://licensing.scambs.gov.uk/PAforLalpacLIVE/1/WcaHome to view 
this and make comments. As last year though I am happy to receive your 
comments and make representations to the organisers. 
Cambridgeshire Police wish to notify residents of the following process: 
We are releasing photographs of thousands of items of property recovered as part 
of an investigation into a prolific crime gang. We hope to reunite the items, which 
are believed to have come from crimes in Cambridgeshire and surrounding 
counties between 9 December 2016 and 9 January 2018, with their rightful 
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owners. The images can be viewed at: www.flickr.com/photos/ophawksbury/  
Those who believe an item belongs to them should email  
OperationHawkesbury@cambs.pnn.police.uk with their name, date and address of 
offence, crime number, exhibit number/album-photo ref of property, contact 
details, including email address, and any receipts/proof of purchase or 
photographs of items. 
 
SCDC has publicly put forward its commitment to becoming carbon neural by 2050: 
 http://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-emergency-as-council-aims-to-make-south-
cambridgeshire-zero-carbon/  We are looking for community project ideas that 
have the aim of reaching carbon zero with community engagement being a 
priority. If you have any small or ambitious ideas that could be incorporated into 
the carbon zero vision for South Cambridgeshire please complete this short survey 
for us: https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YSK9CVW 
Again happy to receive and pass on any suggestions 
 
Campaign to Protect Rural England Star Count 2019 
We want to reconnect people with the wonder of our glorious night skies. Our Star 
Count will take place this February, when we’ll be asking you to look up at the 
night sky and tell us how many stars you can see in Orion. You can do this from 
anywhere in England. We’ll be accepting results taken from Saturday 2 February 
until Saturday 23 February, but the best time to do the count is from 2-9 February, 
when the moon is smallest, so the skies are darkest! The results will help us to 
create a new map to show how light pollution affects everybody’s views of the 
night sky. You can pinpoint your ideal viewing spot at:www.cpre.or.uk/starcount 
 
Bin Collection Calendar 
Wednesday 6 February       Blue Green                 Wednesday 13 February     Black 
Wednesday 20 February     Blue                           Wednesday 27 February     Black 
 

Next Council Meeting:  Tuesday 5th February 2019 7.30pm Village Hall 

Future Meeting: Tuesday 5th March 2019 7.30pm Village Hall 
 
Official notices and agendas and minutes of meetings can be seen on the 
notice board by the pond or on the Website  http://www.barton-cambs.org.uk   
 
Ian Minto, Barton Parish Clerk                                   ian.minto@bartonvillage.org 
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Village News 
 
Playgroup 
Our topic for the focus of this term's activities is The Carnival of the 
Animals and Peter and the Wolf. Activities, learning and play will 
involve music, rhythm and listening and animals and their lives and 
habitats. On the last day of the Autumn term we had our usual Christmas party 
with a visit from Father Christmas and a performance of The Tiger Who Came to 
Tea for our families.  
There are a couple of sessions still available so please do get in touch via our 
website www.bartonplaygroup.co.uk if you are interested in a place for your child. 
Also don't forget that our parent and toddler group sessions are held on Monday 
afternoons in term time, 1.30-3pm. The cost is £2 per child and 50p extra for 
additional siblings. Whilst the building works are going on at the school, please 
enter Playgroup from the far corner next to the farm gate. Many thanks. 
                                                                                                        Caroline Parsons 
 
Barton Primary School  
Though the weather is cold and the days shorter, we came back to 
school to see our new Reception Entrance has both doors and windows 
and is really starting to look like part of the original building, giving us 
all something to look forward to in the Spring Term.  Hopefully by the next 
newsletter we will be in the new part of the building using it to its full potential.  
We look forward to being able to celebrate its grand opening with the whole 
community.   
This term we look forward to our Science topic ‘Polar Exploration’ in conjunction 
with the Polar Research Project. The topic will culminate in a whole week of 
science activities where the children will investigate, create and experience 
activities and information to enrich and develop their knowledge and 
understanding of this area.  A massive thank you to our Science lead Mrs 
Papworth for organising all of these events and activities.   
Our Reception children have settled in well, and took on the role of modelling 
what it is like to be a reception child at Barton School to prospective pupils.  The 
open afternoon for prospective families was full of craft, paint, play, songs and a 
story.  We still have pupil spaces in Reception Class 2019 and there are still some 
pupil spaces in other year groups.  Please come along and visit our wonderful 
school and see the amazing work we do here.  You can book an appointment with 
the office on office@barton.cambs.sch.uk or phone the school on 01223 262474. 
We wish you all the best for the Spring Term and look forward to the days 
becoming warmer as we learn, investigate, play and have fun throughout this term. 
                                     Mrs Claire Coulson and Mrs Bonny Weaver, Headteachers 
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Barton WI 
In January we discussed the six resolutions put forward for the National Annual 
Meeting in the summer.  A committee member gave us a background summary 
and immediately afterwards we considered that proposal in small groups.  A vote 
was taken when the six sessions had been completed and the resolution about bus 
services received the most support.  (Our voting figures go forward to the County 
Office where, along with those from all the other Cambridgeshire institutes, they 
will be collated and sent on to the National Office where the single resolution for 
the National Meeting will be selected).  The evening was rounded off by a light-
hearted quiz and a comic reading.  A special sub-committee is to organise our 12th 
February meeting and its format will be kept secret until the actual event.  We 
shall celebrate our birthday in February by going out to supper and we have a date 
for puzzle addicts to keep free - we hope to hold another jigsaw evening on the 
16th of April.                                                                             Ann Killen 
 
Barton Lunch Club:  Friday February 7th 12.30 for 1pm. in the village hall. 
The Lunch Club on the first Friday of each month is for Barton residents; booking 
essential. As from now we have decided to raise the cost of the meal to £3.50; the 
price has remained the same since 2010 - (8 years) but costs are now rising, we do 
not plan to make money but equally we need to cover our costs. Following the 
Christmas Lunch our collection for the East Anglian Children’s Hospitals made 
£280 - thank you to all who contributed. Please note that if you wish to cancel a 
booking or add your name to the list please telephone Helen Newstead 262543, if 
possible by the Monday prior to the lunch. 
                                                                                                                        Anne Coulson 
Barton Gardeners  
Here we are in the middle of winter, but the shortest day is now 
behind us and it won’t be long before we are drawn back into our 
gardens as the new growing season begins. 
Although February and March are quiet months in the Barton Gardeners calendar, 
we have some interesting events lined up during the year that we hope you will 
enjoy. Our first event this year will be a talk on ‘The History of Easton Lodge’ by 
Claire Matthews and this will take place in Barton Village Hall on Thursday, 11th 
April at 7.30pm.  We look forward to seeing you there. We will be having more 
talks during the course of the year and our Plant Sale and Coffee Morning will be 
taking place on Saturday, 11th May.  We are also planning a June Outing.  
However, we will not be holding a summer horticultural show this year.  The 
Barton Gardeners 70th Anniversary Show will be held on Saturday, 21st 
September.  We will provide more information about all our forthcoming events 
as they come along.                     BG Committee:  bartongardeners@hotmail.co.uk 
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Barton Wednesday Women WI 
The Wednesday Women are a fun, friendly, informal and active Women's 
Institute.  We meet at The White Horse, Barton on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm. In January, our speaker was Trevor Chapman with a light-hearted 
look at audiology.  Our February meeting will be on the 20th and will be 
Member’s Evening which will feature entertainment from our members.  In 
November, we will be welcoming Bee Bee Wraps who produce reusable, 
sustainable food wrapping made from beeswax. 
For more information, please visit our Facebook page Wednesday Women WI 
Email wednesdaywomenwi@live.com  or phone Sue on 263909 
                                                                                                             Louise Gough 
Barton Tennis Club 
Barton Tennis Club will hold its AGM on Monday 25th February at 7.45pm, in 
the Sports Pavilion. The meeting is open to all members, and anyone who is 
interested in playing tennis. This year we are proposing to update the club’s 
constitution. So please come along, as this will be important to the future 
development of the club. For further details please contact: David Ireland 263991 / 
Alec Tompson 262683. 
                                                         David Ireland, Barton Tennis Club Chairman  
Dog Owners & Hedges 
In recent months the amount of dog mess in the village has been increasing and is 
very unpleasant. We have had a number of reports about people slipping on dog 
mess, children treading in it etc which is horrible. PLEASE can all dog owners 
clean up properly after their dogs everywhere around the village. 
As part of your winter garden tidy ups, please can everyone check their front 
hedges are cut back away from the footpaths? We’ve had requests to mention this 
as overhanging hedges are making it very difficult for pedestrians and mobility 
scooters to pass in several parts of the village. Many thanks.  
                                                                                                          Magazine Team 
Comberton Library 
Monday:10am-1pm, Wednesday:10am-1pm,2pm-5pm Friday:2pm-5pm Saturday:10am-1pm 
We are delighted to be holding some children’s activities in Comberton Library 
during February half-term.  Please do make a note of and bring your children 
along to the following events: 
Wednesday 20th February 2.30 - 4.30 pm – Family Craft Session (£1 per child) 
Friday 22nd February 10.30 – 12 noon – Lego Session (50p per child) 
Upcoming Rhymetime sessions:  4th & 25th February and 11th & 25th March 
(10.30 -11.00 am).    
                                                                                                                               Rosemary Pryke 
 
 


