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Dear Friends, 
 
In our country the course fishing season closes on 15th March and remains that 
way until 15th June but I understand there is quite a lobby to remove this 
phenomenon from the world of fishing.    However, during those three months I 
also understand keep nets are not banned on still waters and canals providing they 
are not sites of scientific interest.  Oh, the complexities and rules we 
embrace.  But in Israel, the Sea of Galilee, the lowest lying freshwater lake on 
earth, at 700 feet below sea level, hosts the only carp fishing competition in the 
world during the winter months. That’s because the lake does not freeze, even 
though, at times, because of its low level, its location means it can be subject to 
sudden and violent storms as the wind comes over the eastern mountains and 
drops suddenly onto the sea. 
  
Of course, the Sea or Lake of Galilee is famous as the place where Jesus called his 
first disciples to follow him.  He challenged those fishermen to leave everything 
they knew and be the ones who, with him, would turn the world upside down.  He 
also turned their catch of fish into their biggest one ever by suggesting they should 
cast their net on a different side of the boat.  The catch was huge that morning, the 
night time trawl had yielded nothing. 
  
So many things, both expected and not, can turn our world upside down, be it 
political or personal, events national or international.  And the world of 2019 
seems far more complex and fast than it was 2000 years ago but the man who 
asked for folk to follow him and make a difference in that world is the same today 
as he was then.  He offers us a chance to look at things differently.   There is no 
closed season with Jesus, every day is open day.  He welcomes us all, whatever 
the time of day; and His only rule is love. 
  
During the season of Lent which begins on the 6th of this month we have a chance 
to reflect on those changes we may be called to make and the differences for the 
better we might have a part in both for ourselves and for others.  All accompanied 
by love. 
 
 
                                                                     Ruth Bond, 
                                                                    Lay Minister, Lordsbridge Team 
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Church News  
Soup Lunch 
Please join us for a Soup Lunch on Saturday March 16th in the Village Hall from 
12 noon to raise money for WaterAid.  Several choices of soup.  There is no 
charge for this but we ask for donations.  WaterAid helps to supply clean water 
and sanitation to poor communities around the world, saving people - mostly 
women- many hours of walking and carrying heavy loads of water. Hope you can 
join us. We will also be collecting Jars of Change for the charity. 
 
Lent Course 
As usual we will be holding a Lent Course with members of the Baptist church 
and the first meeting will be on Wednesday March 13th at 7.30pm in the  
Baptist Church. 
 
 
Barton Baptist Church News 
 On Sunday 31st of March it is the start of British Summer time and it is Mothering 
Sunday. We all have mothers and for the large majority of us our mothers have a 
very special place in our hearts. As the Bible says we were “knitted together” in 
our mother’s womb, she nurtured and fed us, she made sure we had clothes to 
wear, she delighted in seeing us grow, she shared the praise when we did well and 
delighted in our accomplishments. As I write this there are two mothers who come 
into my mind. One is a lady called Sheila who has been a member here at Barton 
Baptist for many years. Her love, commitment and devotion for her Lord has been 
shown through her mothering of three girls and the wonderful service she has 
shown to this church. Our prayers are with Sheila and her husband John as she 
spends the last few weeks of her life in the hospice. The other mother is a lady I 
do not know but she has come to the attention of us all through the media as her 
son, a footballer, was killed in a recent aeroplane crash. We can only imagine the 
despair and sadness this poor mother had to endure. Perhaps she had a little relief 
when his body was subsequently found. In the Bible there are many amazing 
mothers I could make reference to, but there are two who particularly spring to 
mind. One is Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist and the other is Mary the 
mother of Jesus. Both of these women came to motherhood in a miraculous 
manner.  Elizabeth was probably 88 years when she became pregnant with John 
and Mary, though a virgin, became pregnant with Jesus. Both these mothers knew 
that their babies were a gift from God and were aware that, after their sons were 
born, they would spend their short lives serving God. I imagine it must have been 
tortuous for them at times when all their motherly instinct was to hang onto and 
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protect their boys. John the Baptist spent his life preaching of Jesus and preparing 
the “way for the Lord”. At about 30 yrs he was beheaded. Jesus spent his life 
preaching that he was the “Way”. He died at 33 yrs and he was crucified on a 
cross. So, on this Mother’s Day let’s give thanks to our mothers but also spare a 
thought for Elizabeth and Mary. It is because of Jesus and John and their mothers’ 
willingness to give them back to God for His service, that we can all know Jesus 
today.                                                                                                    Alison Foster 
 
Parish Jottings 
SPEEDING and TRAFFIC CALMING in the Village 
As Parish Clerk and on behalf of residents who have engaged with the PC, I have 
approached Cambridge Police to say that Barton Parish Council wish to run a 
Speedwatch group (again) to help with speeding issues in the community and to 
compile statistics to be used as evidence in discussions with the County Council 
Highways department. To achieve any traffic control is a complex and lengthy 
process but evidence of the issue is essential. In particular there are concerns 
regarding Haslingfield Road, New Road and Comberton Road. If you would like 
to help please let me know ASAP via ian.minto@bartonvillage.org  
In order to participate, volunteers need to be trained in the strict protocols that are 
relevant via community training organised by the Police. Attendance at one 
training session is required The upcoming training sessions are at Cambourne 
Police Station on 23/2 and 30/3 from 10.00-11.30.  Please contact me to let me 
know which session you can attend and I can pre-book with the police 
Parking is available in Morrison’s and attendees can walk through to the station 
for 9.50 when doors will open. I welcome your interest in the matter. 
 
DOG FOULING 
Sadly, the issue of dog fouling in the village is becoming a serious one especially 
on the recreation ground. The vast majority of local dog owners are assiduous in 
‘picking up’ and disposing the ‘pooh bags’ in the bins provided. BUT there are 
clearly a minority who do not and they engage in inconsiderate and anti-social 
derogation of the duties under the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 which states 
it is generally an offence for anyone in charge of a dog to allow it to foul unless 
they clear it up. Steps are being taken to secure more bins and better signage but 
as we all know it is the mind set of the minority that is the real issue 
To those people please change your mind set! 
 
Cambourne – Cambridge Public Transport Route Consultation 
The Cambourne to Cambridge Public Transport Route is a priority project for the 
Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) and a first phase of Cambridgeshire and 
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Peterborough Combined Authority’s plans for a Cambridgeshire Autonomous 
Metro (CAM). A consultation is to start on 4 February 2019 on proposals for the 
link west of Madingley Mulch roundabout to Bourn Airfield and on to Cambourne 
and a new park and ride facility. More information about this consultation will 
appear on the GCP website on Monday.  Consultation closes at midnight on 31 
March 2019. Consultation events will take place at the following venues:  
Cambourne Tuesday 26th February 2019, 16.00- 19.30, The Hub, High Street, 
Cambourne, CB23 6GW  
Dry Drayton Tuesday 5th March 2019, 17.00- 18.30, Village Hall, High St, Dry 
Drayton, CB23 8DD  
Hardwick Tuesday 12th March 2019, 17.00- 19.30, Hardwick Primary School, 
Limes Road, Hardwick, CB23 7RE  
 
Cambridge-Oxford rail link  
Councillors are urging communities to have their say on proposed routes a new 
railway line between Cambridge and Oxford may take across South 
Cambridgeshire. Routes for consultation published today (Monday 28 January) by 
East West Rail include options that could include a new station near Cambourne 
or Bassingbourn. South Cambridgeshire District Council will be responding to the 
consultation after debating it at a Cabinet meeting on 6 March. 
To find out more about the Cambridge to Oxford railway proposals and routes for 
consultation, visit https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay  
For more information please contact Tom Horn in South Cambridgeshire District 
Council’s communications team on 01954 713025 or tom.horn@scambs.gov.uk   
 
Bus Services news 
From April, it is proposed all Cambridgeshire County Council funded bus services 
will continue after the county council and the Cambridgeshire & Peterborough 
Combined Authority agree funding for the next year. The Combined Authority has 
asked Cambridgeshire County Council to continue providing bus service policy 
and delivery on its behalf for one more year while opportunities for radical reform 
of the network are explored. You can read more at:–
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/news/bus-services-set-to-continue-across-the-county 
 
A14 Scheme has some archaeological benefits 
For those of you who like a beer or two you are following a great local heritage as  
experts working on Highways England’s £1.5bn upgrade of the A14 in 
Cambridgeshire have uncovered what is believed to be evidence of the first beer 
brewed in the UK. Full details at: 
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/earliest-evidence-of-beer-making-discovered-
on-britains-biggest-road-scheme/ 
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Bin Collection Calendar 
Wednesday 6 March 2019                 Blue Green 

Wednesday 13 March 2019               Black 

Wednesday 20 March 2019               Blue Green 

Wednesday 27 March 2019               Black 

Wednesday 3 April 2019                   Blue Green 

Next Council Meeting:  5th March 2019 2019 7.30pm Village Hall 

Official notices and agendas and minutes of meetings can be seen on the 
notice board by the pond or on the Website  http://www.barton-cambs.org.uk   
 
Ian Minto, Barton Parish Clerk                                   ian.minto@bartonvillage.org 
 
Village News 
 
PlayGroup 
We have continued to look at Peter and the Wolf and The Carnival 
of the Animals, this term's focus for activities. The children have 
enjoyed a number of listening activities, listening to different music 
and deciding whether it is loud or quiet, fast or slow and happy or 
sad. This has led into talking about opposites. We have also read 
stories around the topic and learned about wolves. We have also 
started our weekly visits to Robin Class in Barton School, to prepare the children 
for their transition to school.  
We will be holding “stay and play” events for the children and their families on 
World Book Day (7 March) and Comic Relief (15 March), with lots of fun 
activities. 
Now that the building work to the school is nearly complete, we can again access 
Playgroup via the usual entrance from School Lane, through the main school 
gates.  
                                                                                                        Caroline Parsons 
Barton WI 
We drank a toast to our Institute on its 98th birthday and, after a short business 
session, 3 non-committee members took over the February meeting.  We were 
treated to a musical tour of former Portuguese colonies dotted about the 
world.  The first 2 tracks we heard were from Portugal itself.  Then we listened to 
examples of music from a range of African countries.  The variety of sound and 
rhythms produced by blending Portuguese with indigenous traditions was 
fascinating.  We moved on to Goa where a combination of Indian and Portuguese 
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music is used in short pieces of musical theatre.  Macau has a multi-national 
orchestra which plays music from all over the world and in East Timor there are 3 
different elements to the mix - Portuguese, Indonesian and indigenous.  Our 
musical journey ended in Brazil, home of the legendary carnival.  Leaflets with 
illustrations of unfamiliar musical instruments were on show and refreshments had 
a Portuguese theme.  Our Annual Meeting takes place in March when the business 
will be followed by a talk on "Hearing Dogs for the Deaf" by Jean Lawrence.                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                   Ann Killen 
 
Barton Lunch Club:  Friday  March 1st  12.30 for 1pm. in the village hall.   
The Lunch Club on the first Friday of each month is for Barton residents; booking 
essential.  The cost of the meal is now £3.50.    If you wish to cancel a booking or 
add your name to the list please telephone Helen Newstead 262543,  
 preferably by the Monday prior to the lunch.                                     Anne Coulson 
 
Barton Gardeners  
We are starting to think ahead to the Barton Gardeners Plant Sale 
and Coffee Morning on Saturday, May 11th 2019.  With this in 
mind we would be most grateful if you would put aside any surplus 
plants you may have for rehoming at the plant sale.  It is always a joy to see all the 
interesting donated plants at the sale and we thank you for your support. 
We have also been giving some thought to our summer outing and we are 
considering a visit to Castle Ashby Gardens, Northampton on Saturday, 15th June 
or Saturday, 29th June.  Included within the gardens are Italian Gardens, an 
Orangery and an Arboretum.  There is also a plant centre, a tea room and a 
menagerie.  Please let us know if you are interested so that we can see whether 
there are enough people wanting to go. 
Although it is still a few weeks away, our first event of the year will be taking 
place on Thursday, 11th April at 7.30pm in Barton Village Hall, when Claire 
Matthews will be coming along to talk about ‘The History of Easton Lodge’.   
We look forward to seeing you there. Tel: 01223 264765 or email 
bartongardeners@hotmail.co.uk                                 Barton Gardeners Committee  
                  
Barton Wednesday Women WI 
The Wednesday Women are a fun, friendly, informal and active Women's 
Institute.  We meet at The White Horse, Barton on the third Wednesday of the 
month at 7pm. Our March meeting will be on the 20th and will feature needle 
felting with Terry Webb. The 17th April will be our AGM and we will be 
welcoming dance teacher Naomi Wallen. For more information, please visit our 
Facebook page Wednesday Women WI  Email wednesdaywomenwi@live.com 
Phone Sue on 263909                                                                          Louise Gough 
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Barton Bowls Club 
Barton Bowls Club Jumble Sale on 6th April in Barton Village Hall. Doors open 
at 2pm - 4pm. Raffle drawn at the end of the afternoon. 
 
Barton Bowls Club Quiz night on 27th April at 6.45pm for 7pm start Village 
Hall.  Included in £10 per person fee is a supper with desserts.  Teams welcome  
while spaces available. Tickets available via the secretary Margaret Seymour 
at m.seymour@orwellsbureau.co.uk.                                              Margaret Seymour 
 
Barton Wildlife Group 
Those of us who braved the bitter cold on the evening of 23rd January were 
rewarded with an enjoyable and informative slide talk given by local experts 
Vince Lea and Louise Bacon on how to attract wildlife into our gardens. Vince 
gave us dozens of helpful tips, just a few of which were: trying to make sure there 
is a gap somewhere under our fence to allow the passage of hedgehogs; not being 
too tidy, since a pile of leaves or rotting wood will become the habitat for all sorts 
of insects, which will, in turn, provide food for birds; or having a patch of mud in 
the garden, which some birds will use to build or line their nests. The steps which 
we can take to support wildlife are simple and not necessarily demanding: if your 
neighbour has a pond, then there is no need for you to dig one; to sacrifice just 
square yard or two of your lawn to make a wild flower area can make a difference 
for butterflies; a tub or two of culinary herbs such as mint or thyme in the smallest 
garden will be a vital source of nectar for bees. We learned that it’s good to plant 
native species on which caterpillars have adapted to feed, for while birds such as 
sparrows and blue tits may eat seeds as adults in the winter, they rely on 
caterpillars and grubs which contain moisture to feed their chicks, as they cannot 
carry water in their beaks. Louise dedicated her part of the talk to the importance 
of recording what we see, and mentioned several on-line platforms where we can 
register our sightings. The gathering of data from the public in this way can make 
a real contribution to wildlife research. If you would like more information or 
would like to get more involved contact bartonwildlife@gmail.com, and look out 
for posters around the village for upcoming events. 
                                                                                                           Annabel Keeler 
 
Comberton Library 
Monday:10am-1pm, Wednesday:10am-1pm,2pm-5pm Friday:2pm-5pm Saturday:10am-1pm 
Libraries Extra membership is now available in our libraries.  This offers library 
members a unique opportunity to support their local library and help the Library 
Service.  Membership benefits include: 

• An invitation to a specially organised annual event 
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• An invitation to an exclusive visit to a partner organisation 
• An annual and exclusive behind the scenes tour of the treasures of the 

Cambridgeshire Collection 
• One free reservation per month for the duration of the membership 

The annual cost is £40 per person, with a 5% discount on renewal.  For more 
details, or to take out a Libraries Extra membership, please do talk to the staff at 
the library. 
As part of ‘The Library Presents’ programme of arts performances and 
workshops, we are delighted to be hosting a performance of Romeo and Juliet, 
Theatre with Shakespeare Suitcase, at Cambourne Library on Saturday 27th April 
at 3.00 pm.  This is a clever, accessible and fun interpretation of this well-loved 
Shakespeare play and is suitable for all the family (children aged 6+).  Tickets are 
£4 per person, with a family saver price of £14.  Tickets can be purchased online, 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/arts, or at Cambourne Library.  Do ask at Comberton 
Library if you would like further information or help with purchasing tickets. 
Upcoming Rhymetime sessions: 11th & 25th March and 29th April (10.30 -11.00 
am).  Please note that although these sessions are aimed at very young children we 
welcome older siblings and pre-schoolers who enjoy singing too! 
                                                                                                                               Rosemary Pryke 
 
Arthur Rank Hospice Forthcoming Events 
Singing Concert with Julie Bristow – 1 and 2 March: enjoy the music! 
Concert celebrating musical theatre at Robinson Theatre from 7.30pm on Hills 
Road. Tickets £10 from Julie on 07793 025326. 
 
The Liberty Ball – Saturday 16 March: lively performance and cabaret! 
Enjoy an evening of live music, dance, performance and Cole Porter cabaret at 
The Fulbourne Lodge from 7pm to midnight. There will also be welcome food 
and drink, an auction, raffle and games. Supporting Arthur Rank Hospice, 
Classworks and Fulbourn Youth Centre. For tickets email: 
helenkingsley1@gmail.com. 
 
Cambridge Wood Wind Band’s Concert – Saturday 6 April: one for music 
lovers!  
A film-music themed concert from 7.30pm at West Road Concert Hall. Tickets 
£15 adults, £10 concessions or over 60s. Save the date and keep an eye on 
arhc.org.uk/events.asp for further details in due course. 
 
 


