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January 2020 Services 

 

St Peter’s Church 
 

January 5th  9.30am     Holy Communion BCP 

 

January 12th     *10.00am    Epiphany    Songs of Praise       

                              Joint service with the Baptists 

 

January 19th  9.30am. Holy Communion 

 

January 26th      9.30am       Morning Worship 

 

* Please note time change for 12th  

 
Morning Prayers in church on Mondays and Fridays at 9.15am 

except Bank Holidays. 

 
 

Barton Baptist Church 
 

January 5
th

        10.30am         Morning Worship – John Searle.  

January 12
th

     10.30am Morning Worship – Rev John Ireland          

Communion. 

January 19
th

     10.30a m   Morning Worship – Martin Tatham 

January 26
th

      10.30am     Morning Worship – Peter Reason. 
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Dear Friends, 

As I write, the nation has just stood in the silence of Remembrance. In the quiet 
and solitude of our thoughts we recalled what had been.  But now, in noise and 

activity, we impatiently await the next big landmark of Christmas.  We remember 

too though previous 25ths of December, many happy, some not so happy perhaps 
but, nonetheless, here it comes again and the excitement builds.  Everything is 

rushing towards that day again.  There is a continuous flow of imperative news of 

what and where to buy this and that.  We are told what we need to purchase and 

what would be such a treat:  retail on the move, pulling the tinsel over our eyes --- 
and all for what?    

 

To remember the birth of a child 220 decades ago, born in the quiet and 
magnificence of a humble stable after the frantic searching for shelter.* It’s all for 

a birthday celebration.  The four weeks until the 25
th
 is a stretch of time we call 

Advent which means ‘a time for awaiting the arrival of a noble person or thing’.  
As a child, my fondest Christmas desire was for a red handled kettle for my dolls; 

but the real wait is for that noble, kingly servant, Jesus. And as we wait we 

prepare for the arrival of the gifts and also to receive the message that Jesus 

brought with him – that we are loved unconditionally. 
But the preparations are exciting and none more so than decorating the tree – 

when that happens the festivities have begun!  I do hope you have fashioned a tree 

to display at the Christmas Tree Festival in St Peter’s this month, or at least plan 
to come and have a look.  With the glitter and the lights it provides a wonderful 

and holy place.  This is a great opportunity to get creative and find that God-given 

hidden talent. 
 

But then comes January, the month of resolutions to change or do all sorts; the 

month of clearing away to make space for the new that was so anticipated in 

December.  The feast of Epiphany on the 6
th 

 January remembers the time when 
Jesus was revealed to the world as God on earth, the time when everything 

changed and was, yes,  new.  We might paint a wall to freshen it up but we have 

the opportunity every day to make a fresh beginning; and all because of that baby 
who was serenaded with the lowing of cattle. 

 

Wishing for you happiness at Christmas and joy in 2020.   

                                                                                                   Ruth Bond LLM 
*Luke ch 2, vs 1 -20. 
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Church News. 
Burials and Cremations 

Monday  September   16th Burial          Bruce Elsmore 

Wednesday October    2nd         Cremation   Margaret Thwaites 

Friday    November     15th  Burial           Canon Hugh Searle 
Canon Hugh Douglas Searle.  Hugh was our parish priest in Barton for 22 years 

from 1978 to 2000. At first a priest for Barton only, but later on Coton was 

included with us, and Hugh was responsible for the two parishes.  He was keen to 
encourage the parishes to work together which was beneficial to us all, and we 

shared some memorable joint St. Peter’s Day celebrations and lunches.  

Hugh had a wealth of human experience: he did national service, was ordained in 

1962 and from 1964-78 he worked as a prison chaplain, notably in Parkhurst on 
The Isle of Wight, before arriving in Barton with his wife, Lilo, and three 

daughters.  It was a privilege to work with Hugh, he was a not just parish priest, 

but a special friend, teacher and encourager, he was committed to all in the parish 
and keen to see the community active and caring.  He very much wanted to inspire 

the laity to work with him as a team, and we have much to thank him for.  He was 

a dedicated, faithful man and we are thankful to have known him for so long.  
Hugh has been buried in Barton churchyard.                              Anne Coulson 

 
The Advent Course continues on Wednesday’s December 4th, 11th and 18th at 
the Baptist church at 7.30pm. 

 
Friends of St Peter’s 
The Friends are so grateful to Jane Siddall who generously ran in the Lode Half 

Marathon on 3
rd
 November on their behalf.  Jane herself said it was neither fast 

nor easy but it was mostly enjoyable.  THANK YOU, JANE. 

A warmer St Peter’s comes ever nearer. 

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL 

And a warm welcome will greet both exhibitors and visitors to the second 
Christmas Tree Festival on the weekend of 7

th
 and 8

th
 December with a Friends’ 

preview on Friday 6
th
 from 6.00 with festive mulled wine. The church will be 

open for viewing the trees on: 

Saturday 7
th

, 10.00 – 5.00  and Sunday 8
th

, 11.00 – 4.30. 
Refreshments to be served throughout the weekend in the village hall where there 

will be sales of gifts and treats you can’t resist. 

There is still time to decorate that tree in any medium on behalf of your 

family or business or organisation 

For more information to exhibit a tree and, or, to becoming a Friend contact 

Ruth Bond:     01223 262985   ruth.bond52@gmail.com        or 

Margaret Winterbourne :  01223 262353  mwinterbourne@btinternet.com 
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Barton Baptist Church News 

When I say “Angels” what comes into your mind: the famous Robbie Williams 

song? Charlie’s Angels? (a popular 1980s detective drama and a new film about to 

come out), Angel Chimes? (candles/chimes/angels), Victoria’s Angels? (Lingerie) 

or is it the angels we read about in the Bible? As Christmas approaches I have 
been thinking and reading about Angels. I have discovered that angels are 

mentioned 108 times in the Old Testament and 165 times in the New Testament.  

They are described as burning coals encompassed by a bright fire, shooting forth 
lighting. Their faces are bright like the sun and their feet are pillars of fire. There 

are so many references to angels, some very obscure and unfamiliar. But with 

December 25
th
 just days away there are two which are pivotal to the Christian 

story. The angel Gabriel appeared to Zachariah, then to his wife Elizabeth and 

foretold of the birth of John (the Baptist), the forerunner of Christ. A few months 

later he appeared to Mary at Nazareth and uttered the famous words: “you will be 

with child and give birth to a son and you are to give him the name Jesus” (Luke 
1:31).  We, as a family, are in the hospitality business and I often think of the 

verse “Do not forget to show hospitality to strangers, for by so doing some people 

have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it” (Hebrews 13:2).  I hasten to 
add that, though we do have some extremely kind, thoughtful people passing 

through I’m not as yet convinced that any have fallen into the “angel” category! 

God places huge importance on His angels, so much so that He used them to 
announce the arrival of Jesus. As the shepherds were tending their sheep we are 

told “the angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them”…. He told them about Jesus’ birth and then “Suddenly, a great 

company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God”.  
What we have to remember is that angels are not God’s children. We are. Unlike 

the angels, God seeks a relationship with us human beings. Unlike the angels, we 

can pray to God and, unlike the angels, we must choose if we are to spend eternity 
with God our Father.                                                                     Alison Foster 

 

Barton Parish Council  Jottings November/ December 2019  

Overhanging vegetation and path blockages 
Many thanks to residents who have contacted to express support to the PC for the 

letter sent to each household in the village concerning overhanging vegetation in 

particular. Also, a number have responded as being grateful for the work done on 
the High Street and Holben Close.  

The PC will be keeping an eye on the situation and hope that all residents will 

inspect their hedges etc. and assist us in meeting our duties for the residents of 
Barton. The PC has no enforcement actions available but is hoping the spirit of 
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community goodwill and recognition of the potential safety problems caused will 

ensure appropriate action. 

Traffic issues 

Another issue being highlighted by residents is that of parking on grass verges, 

and sometimes the pathway, causing obstruction. The PC would like to request 

that this is considered carefully by residents and hope once again a spirit of 
community will prevail. 

The PC is conscious that speeding, traffic calming and ‘commuter parking’ are all 

issues in need of careful thought and action. The feeling is that with the various 
planning and housing projects within easy reach of Barton and the likelihood of 

consequent road infrastructure failings this will only increase. 

Initial lobbying of relevant Council and Highways officers and departments has 
commenced. To receive further resident viewpoints would be useful in this regard 

to help create momentum and to identify what is a priority and what sort of action 

could be taken. There are complexities clearly but we have support from our 

District and County Councillors. 
Finally, please contact me as Clerk, ian.minto@bartonvillage.org to express views 

and suggestions. My role is to be a conduit to and from the Councillors but I 

cannot make decisions. 

Street Lighting Handover 

As Clerk, I am pleased to report that the process of the funding of street lighting 

handover initiated by CCC for all Cambridgeshire PC’s had been successfully 
concluded and that the new contract Barton has is with Haven Power starting from 

11
th
 November 2019. The cost is set until 2023 which should help in budgetary 

terms. The lights concerned number thirty four and are located on this site: 

https://my.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/mycambridgeshire.aspx  Please turn on the 
‘Street Lights’ layer on My Maps and click on the green dots to see the code. The 

blue dots are street lights controlled by SCDC but did not form part of the scheme.  
Bin collections (Note: green bin collections monthly after 11

th
 December)  

                                                             Blue              Green             Black 

Wednesday 20 Nov 2019                                                                     ✔    

Wednesday 27 Nov 2019                       ✔                 ✔                                  

Wednesday 4 Dec 2019                                                                       ✔    

Wednesday 11 Dec 2019                        ✔                ✔    

Wednesday 18 Dec 2019                                                                     ✔    

Friday 27 December 2019                    ✔                     

Friday 3 January                                                                               ✔      

Thursday 9 January 2020                    ✔                  ✔    
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Wednesday 15 Jan 2020                                                                      ✔    

Wednesday 22 Jan 2020                         ✔                      

Wednesday 29 Jan 2020                                                                      ✔    

Official notices, agendas and minutes of meetings can be seen on the notice 

board by the pond or on the Website  
http://www.barton-cambs.org.uk    

Finally, wishing all residents a Merry Xmas and Happy New Year 
                 Ian Minto (Barton Parish Clerk)   ian.minto@bartonvillage.org 

 
County Councillor Lina Nieto. 
Lina sends copious updates for the magazine for which there is generally no 

space. Below are a few quotes from a recent one. 

All highway events can be found at: 
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/roads-and-

pathways/highway-events/ 

Roadworks 

I had calls from residents regarding roadworks. If you would like to know what is 
happening in your area you can check in this website. www.roadworks.org 

Local Natural Partnership Board 

As you may already know I represent the Council in this outside body. Over 10 
organisations are represented and it’s always active, trying to push the natural 

agenda forward and upwards.  

Recently we have been able to launch a new website, please take a look at it. This 
is a very exciting milestone.  www.naturalcambridgeshire.org.uk 

Full details of the consultation and all associated documentation, including 

how representations can be made, will be on the County Council’s webpage 

from 15 November: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/MWLP 
Just to remind you that the public is very welcome to attend committee meetings 

and full Council meetings, details at: 

https://cmis.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ccc_live/meetings.aspx 
The Local Councils Conference was held on November 8

th
. These events are a 

valuable way of sharing information and raising awareness of the changes taking 

place across the public sector. Partners are working much closer under the ‘Think 
Communities’ concept, where outcomes are more important than organisational 

boundaries. The full benefit will only be realised with Parish Council 

participation. People’s quality of life is influenced by many factors, but the effect 

of their surroundings, local activities and social networks far outweighs the 
interventions of the NHS and County Council. This is why Parish Councils and 

community groups have such a vital role to play. 
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Following the decision to move out of Shire Hall, not only will this make a huge 

financial saving, but it will allow front line staff to relocate across the county, 
much closer to the residents they serve. They will be more responsive to local 

need and differing priorities. Delegates at the conference were given the 

opportunity to help define the geographical boundaries to reflect community 

allegiances. More details on this new localised model will be shared shortly. 

Health Committee 

In October 2018, Cambridgeshire County Council launched the ‘Stay Stronger 

for Longer’ campaign to improve strength and balance and keep people doing the 
things they enjoy. The Stronger for Longer campaign has helped increase 

attendances to strength and balance classes by an impressive 23 per cent, with an 

extra 170 extra people attending over 2600 strength and balance sessions over the 
last year. As well as increasing the number of attendances to classes, over 24,000 

people took the online ‘strength and balance challenge’ and over 40,000 people 

received the ‘Super Six’ leaflet: to download the leaflet and find out more 

information and about strength and balance go to: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/strongerforlonger  

                              Edited from a letter sent to by Lina Nieto, November 2019. 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 

Dear Residents, Seasons of Mist and Mellow Fruitfulness... 

However dark nights mean we need to lock up and leave lights on if we are going 
out. If you do not want people calling randomly at your door, please ask for door 

stickers and I will provide them for you.  sarah.pitchford@Bartonvillage.org 

Keep an eye on your oil tank levels in case potential thieves have easy access!! 

Be neighbourly and take a little time to be aware of what is happening around you 
in the village. Have milk bottles been left out, are curtains closed? Is your 

neighbour ok? 

Reading through recent reports from the police, the crime that is really damaging 
to people is that of scams/ fraud: either with phone calls or via the internet.  Don’t 

fall prey to these scammers, don’t exchange personal details, don’t give out 

account numbers, ALWAYS challenge if there is something you are uncertain 

about. 
Below is a link to the Police and Crime Commissioner's autumn newsletter. 

https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/media.cambridgeshire-

pcc.gov.uk/uploads/2019/10/Autumn-newsletter-2019.pdf 
 

Cambridgeshire Community Speedwatch survey was done 18th -24th November 

and the following roads highlighted as an issue: 
Haslingfield Road; A603; New Road; High Street and Comberton Road. 

                                           Sarah Pitchford, Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator. 
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Barton Lunch Club.  Fridays
 
 December 6th and January 3rd 12.30 for 1pm. 

in the village hall.  The Lunch Club on the first Friday of each month is for Barton 

residents, if you are new to the village do book a place and come to enjoy a tasty 

meal with others;  booking essential.  The cost of the meal is £3.50.    If you wish 
to cancel a booking or add your name to the list please telephone:  Helen 

Newstead  262543, by the Monday prior to the lunch.   If you enjoy cooking we 

would welcome your help!                                               Anne Coulson  262666 

 
 

Barton Parish Institute – notice of Annual General Meeting  

Barton Parish Institute is the formal name of the Village Hall. It is a Registered 

Charity (No. 300361) and is managed by a Management Committee which meets 

three or four times a year. The Committee comprises of representatives nominated 

by the various organisations that use the Village Hall together with other members 
elected at the Annual General Meeting or co-opted during the year. The next 

Annual General Meeting, which is open to all residents of Barton, will take place 

on Thursday 6th February 2020 at 7.45pm in the Village Hall. The meeting 
will receive reports from the Chairman and Treasurer, confirm the representatives 

nominated to the Management Committee by the various organisations and elect 

additional members. The organisations currently represented are: Barton 
Gardeners; the Bowls Club; the Bridge Club; the Drama Club; the Lunch Club; 

the Parish Council; the Scouts; Stepping Stones, and the WI. I would be grateful if 

the Secretaries of these organisations would confirm the name of their 

Management Committee representative for 2020 to me by Thursday 23rd January 
2020 (holben9@gmail.com).  

                               Robert Hay – Secretary of the Barton Village Hall 

Management Committee 

 

Jane Siddall’s Half marathon update 
I send a huge thank you to all who sponsored my Half Marathon in Lode last 

month. The weather was kind but it wasn't easy; however knowing that I had the 

backing of so many generous people it inspired me to keep going when the going 
got tough! Donations are still being collected and we have raised over £300 so far 

benefiting the Friends of St. Peter's. 

So many thanks again, your support was truly appreciated. 

 

Barton WI 

Years ago our November speaker, Ruth Moulder, felt she should encourage her 

daughters to grow up kind, strong and independent adults. With that aim in mind 
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she began to work on her book, "These Wonderful Lives", about inspirational 

women, some famous, some barely recognised for their exceptional achievements. 
Among their number are Grace Hopper, a computer pioneer, Fanny Campbell, a 

pirate and Wilma Rudolph, an Olympic athlete. Completing the book took a long 

time because of the challenges involved in researching women's stories, 

difficulties sketched in by Ruth as she offered some advice on writing and self- 
publishing. In December we shall be holding our traditional Christmas party and 

in January we shall discuss the resolutions put forward for consideration at the 

national WI meeting in the summer of 2020.                               Ann Killen 
                                  

Wednesday Women’s  WI 

We will enjoy a taste of Egyptian and Middle Eastern dance – could that be 
belly dancing? on Wednesday 11

th
 December (NB second Wednesday) when 

we meet in the pavilion on the Leys at 7.00pm.  Then on 15
th

  January 2020 the 

topic of Laughter Yoga will surely cheer us up. (Visitors welcome: £5) 

At the October meeting: ‘Pudding and Prosecco’ members enjoyed the different 
flavours of sweet delights together with both sweet and dry sparkling wines.  

Jason, of the village wine merchants, Cozzi & Boffa, explained that sparkling 

wine can be made in several ways, all beginning with fermentation of grapes but 
differing in method to achieve the end result. That may be the Charmat (Tank) 

method or the Champagne (traditional) method.  Age is the major difference 

between Sparking wines and Champagne.  A good quality Sparking Wine can be 
produced in twelve weeks while vintage Champagne is in the making for ten years 

and more.  So there ewe have it.                                                      Ruth Bond  

Barton Gardeners 

Thank you to all our members who came along to our AGM in October.   

The evening began with an interesting and inspiring talk on ‘Spring and Summer 
Bulbs’ by Peter Jackson.  Regrettably, the meeting then took on a more serious 

note.  It is apparent that the Society is in decline, with falling interest and 

attendance.  The present Committee announced their intention to stand down at 
the AGM and this was followed by a discussion on the best way to proceed.  It is 

proposed that an Extraordinary General Meeting will take place in February 2020 

to wind up the Society.  As no new Committee members have come forward, the 
present Committee will remain in place until the EGM.   Our members will be 

advised when a date has been arranged.   

It has been agreed that all members who paid their subscriptions last year will 

continue to be members free of charge until the Society is wound up, thus 
preserving their voting rights with regards to the dispersal of the Society’s assets.  

Please note that we will not be issuing new membership cards. 
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If anyone should wish to form a new Committee to keep the Society going, please 

get in touch as this is still a possibility.             bartongardeners@hotmail.co.uk 

 

‘Just Singles’ New Year’s Eve Party. 
There will be a party for ‘Just Singles’ on New Year’s Eve in the Pavilion at 
8.15pm for 8.30pm meal. The cost will be £10 plus please bring something to 

drink & a wrapped gift to the value of £5. Please book your place by December 

20th with Barbara 262692 or  Margaret 262465 

Barton Playgroup  
This autumn, the children have enjoyed learning about festivals from different 

cultures. This included Diwali, Fireworks Night, Thanksgiving and Hanukkah. We 

discovered shapes and colours by looking at modern art and creating symmetrical 
Rangoli patterns. Each Monday, we are joined by a music teacher. The children 

have a lot of fun expressing themselves through song, dance, and playing 

instruments. We are looking forward to hosting our annual Christmas party on the 

last day of term, and participating in various fundraising events including the 
school Christmas Fair.  

Finally, don’t forget our Toddler Group on Monday afternoons during term 

time, 1:30-3pm. The cost is £2 per child and 50p for additional siblings, and 
includes refreshments.                                                                     Jodie Potts 

 

Barton Wildlife Group Report. 
If you walk out on the footpath that passes through Burwash Farm, you may 

notice that the field that is called ‘Elder Stubbs’ (the one that rises up from the 

pond enclosure) is surrounded by a band of unharvested oats, about 20 feet wide. I 

first observed this practice last year when oats were grown, according to the crop 
rotation, in the much larger field known as ‘Longshotts’, which this year has been 

grazed by cattle. The unharvested oats, along with the seeds of weeds and wild 

flowers growing amongst them, will provide a source of life-saving food for 
overwintering birds such as chaffinches, yellowhammers and skylarks - it may be 

one of the reasons that so many skylarks are to be heard singing in this area during 

the summer. This is just one example of agricultural management that is beneficial 

to wildlife, which is practised in the village.This time of year birds are combining 
efforts to look for food, forming mixed flocks of chaffinches, yellowhammers and 

others.  Winter-visiting birds, such as fieldfare and redwing, are coming in from 

colder climes to feast on berries in the hedgerows. The colder weather brings all 
sorts of birds into our gardens, too. If you have bird feeders, look out for 

bramblings, which come here in winter from Scandinavia, and other birds less 

commonly seen in this area, including siskins and redpolls.  



11 

If you would like to know more about our activities or inform us about your 

sightings, we would love to hear from you. We can be contacted at 
bartonwildlife@gmail.com.                                                      Annabel Keeler 

 

Comberton Library 

Opening Hours: Monday: 10am – 1pm  Wednesday: 10am – 1pm, 2pm -5pm 
Friday: 2pm – 5pm    Saturday: 10am – 1pm 

More details can be found on the Library Service website at 

http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 
Rhymetime session is on Monday 9

th
 December, from 10.30 – 11.00 am.  The 

sessions will re-commence in the New Year, on 13
th

 and 27
th

 January.   

Comberton Library will be open on Monday 23
rd

 December from 10.00 am until 

1.00 pm, as normal, but will then be closed for the Christmas/New Year period, 
re-opening on Friday 3

rd
 January at 2.00 pm.  All items borrowed from the library 

will have extended dates to cover this period.                          Rosemary Pryke 

 

‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ 

Following on from the success of the Summer Reading Challenge, The Reading 

Agency is running a ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ themed Winter Mini Reading 
Challenge. It starts on Monday 2nd December and finishes on Monday 13th 

January. Children read 3 books of their choice to unlock online rewards. There 

will be fun activities, quizzes and reading recommendations on the website too.  

More details at:  https://readingagency.org.uk/children/news/join-the-winter-mini-
challenge-for-a-sled-load-of-reading 

 

Comberton Ramblers 
We walk an average of 5-6 miles every fortnight on a Sunday.  

To view our walk programme + photos please go to our web-page.  

https://www.combertonramblers.org.uk 
For more information please contact the Secretary: Stella.   01954 210049  

Email:    stella.ramblers@hotmail.com 

 

If any ex-resident of the village would like to receive copies of the magazine by 
post, please send 10 stamped self-addressed A5 envelopes to:  

Mrs Margaret Flook, 3 Roman Hill, Barton, Cambridge CB23 7AX. 

 
Next issue will be February 2020. Please submit contributions and diary entries 

by 10
th

 January. Many thanks, Editors. 
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Diary & Rotas DECEMBER 2019 

 

 4
th

Wednesday 7.30pm – 9.00pm Joint Advent Group in the Baptist church 

 7.30pm – 9.00pm  Foodbank Collection open. 

6
th 

Friday  12.30pm Barton Lunch Club, Village Hall 

   10:30am – 12.30pm Mobile Library in the village 

 10
th 

Tuesday 2.30pm – 4.00pm Tea and Chat Baptist Church. 

 7.30pm WI Meeting, Village Hall 

 11
th 

Wednesday 7.30pm – 9.00pm Joint Advent Group in the Baptist church 

14
th 

Saturday 10.00am “Just Singles” Coffee, The Pavilion 

  18
th
 Wednesday 7.30pm – 9.00pm Joint Advent Group in the Baptist church

 7.00pm Wednesday Women WI, The Pavilion. 

  31
st 

Tuesday
 

8.15pm “Just Singles” New Year’s Eve Party,

   The Pavilion. 

 

.                  

                 Church Cleaning                    Coffee  

   1
st

Jennifer Donkin & Gordon & Faith 
Johnson 

 7
th

Lin Heaton  8
th

Margaret & John Winterbourne 
   15

th
 Anita Duffett & Erica Bithell 

 21
st

Margaret Flook & Julia Stibbs   

   29
th

Margaret & Peter Smith 
 

              Reading                    Flowers 

 1
st

Meta Greenfield & Jennifer Donkin  1
st   Anne Coulson

 8
th

Margaret Winterbourne & Peter Smith   

 15
th

Ann Killen & Gordon Johnson  15
th

Janet Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  29th Marjorie Pratt 
 

    
 


