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Dear Friends. 
 

Last July I wrote of us living in extraordinary times which, politically speaking, 

we were.  Never would any of us have thought times could be even more 

extraordinary than they have been in the last five months.   We have all been 
players in a completely worldwide event.  Locked down, shut in, cut off in many 

ways and the sadness of loss does not go away but life still continues with all its 

usual- and new- highs and lows. 
We have lived with Guidance throughout this season and daily we learned of the 

situation and the next step. The gratitude, and disgruntled, arguments were seen 

and heard and technology came up with more and more opportunities if we chose 

to engage with them.  And for a time, everything was at a slower pace.   
But things inevitably change and it’s never too early for a celebration.  Here in St 

Peter’s we had the opportunity to celebrate ‘Back to Church Sunday’* two months 

earlier than 20
th
 September, its official date.  A short and simple service has been 

offered since the middle of July in St Peter’s for those who wished to return to 

hear a service spoken in person rather than via technology.  Guidance is given on 

how to proceed with the safety of everyone who attends in mind.  These measures 
alone make us realise that everything has altered.  The building that is the church 

is the same but the mode of worship known for decades has changed.  We 

returned to a slimmed down and different way of church.     

Since the mid fourteenth century this building will have seen many changes, 
incumbents have come and gone, but the essence of what the church is has been 

constant.  This edifice was begun with a corner stone both practically and 

spiritually for Christ is the cornerstone ** and “Unless the Lord builds the house, 
the builders labour in vain” says the writer of Psalm 127.  Guidance has always 

been given! 

No matter what form a service and worship takes it is of little consequence unless 
Jesus is at the heart of all activity that takes place both inside and outside the 

building. 

We are building new churches of service in these unprecedented times. Churches 

of interaction and care for other people, for those who have lost jobs, cannot feed 
their families, have nowhere to lay their heads or who are trafficked into our 

beautiful city of Cambridge. Situations such as these are where the builders of the 

new churches must be; and as long as the builders are part of the firm, no crisis 
can touch the breadth, depth, height and length of God’s love which can achieve 

great things. 

Stay safe Barton                                                                          Ruth Bond LLM 

 
*National movement of churches reaching out to their communities for Christ 

**Ephesians 2 v19 - 22 
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St Peter’s Church News. 
We are now holding Sunday services in church at 9.15am.  These will be said 

services, as under current government regulations we are not allowed to sing, and 

will last about 30 minutes. Seating in the church will be in accordance with social 

distancing and will be clearly marked, and everyone is asked to come in by the 
north door opposite the school and wash their hands before coming into the 

building. 

If everything goes well we plan to have a service every Sunday but do please 
check the church notice board.  

 

2nd  August  Morning Worship 

9th   August:  Holy Communion  
16th August   Morning Worship 

23rd August:    to be confirmed 

30th August:   (5th Sunday may be a joint team virtual service) 
We have also started Morning Prayers again on Mondays at 9.15am so if you 

wish to join us please come along.   
 
The church is now open for private prayer on Sunday from 11am and Monday 

and Friday from 10am. 

 

From the Registers:  Anne Baker, formerly of Wimpole Road died on 28th 
June.  Funeral service in St Mary's Church, Comberton on 3rd August. 

 

Barton Baptist Church News 
During this week I have heard about two deaths. Do you remember the haunting 

oboe melody from the film “The Mission” or the iconic soundtrack to the film 

“The Good, The Bad and The Ugly’? Their composer was Ennio Morricone who 

died a few days ago at the age of 91yrs. It is sad when a great artist passes on but 

somehow if the person has had a long fulfilling life filled with success and 

recognition and family and children it feels right that at a great age they depart this 

world. We are notified of such a death through the TV and newspapers and 

momentarily we grieve but soon carry on with our own lives. Ennio will be 

remembered through his music which he has left behind and it will continue to 

give pleasure and joy to many people. The second death was not announced in the 

fanfare of TV, radio or social media but by a four-lined email. Some very good 

friends had, in a few simple sentences, explained that their 26 year-old son, who 

was living with them, had taken his life. Eric was a happy, carefree child but as he 

grew he developed anxiety issues and, having a sensitive nature, took many of the 
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problems of this world upon his own shoulders. He was very gifted academically 

and had a first-class physics degree. The world was his oyster, he had a very 

promising career in front of him, he was well liked and he could look forward to 

marriage, children and job success. His parents loved him and were supportive, 

encouraging and helping him through his dark moments. Eric’s death did not feel 

right. He was not old or sick. In the correct order of life his parents should pass 

before him. He should have lived a long, fulfilling life. Eric grew up in a Christian 

home and had the privilege of being taught about God and God’s love for him. At 

his funeral his mother read the passage from Romans 12 about love. 

Unfortunately, we all know that we will die and we all know there is nothing we 

can do to prevent it. In the Bible it is made very clear that whatever our position or 

standing in society, whether we are rich or poor, prince or pauper we will leave 

this life as we entered it, with nothing. We cannot rationalise or justify the death 

of a young person but we do have the most wonderful promise that if we love the 

Lord Jesus and if we live our lives for Him, then, on our death, whether young or 

old we will live for ever. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 

only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life”                                                                                                                                               

John 3:16.                                                                               Alison Foster 

Barton Parish Council Jottings  
COVID 19 

As we are all hopefully aware the COVID regulations are in a state of change. It is 
vital people still follow the prevailing regulations and take note of the notices put 

up by the PC. In this regard it is pleasing to see the children’s play area on the 

recreation ground available for use and the regulations being followed. 

Recreation Ground Basketball area 

The area has had a new surface laid and a new backboard installed. Hopefully this 

will be appreciated and see some good use. Again though: there are still COVID 

regulations in place. 

Barton PC website   https://bartonvillage.org/ 

We are pleased residents are viewing the new Barton PC website; we have 

received some encouraging feedback.  The PC hopes the easy access to the dates 
of council meetings, minutes, agendas and planning applications will be 

informative, and the news items posted on a regular basis can be seen to the 

bottom of the home page. 

Overhanging trees and vegetation  
A number of residents have kindly responded to the polite reminder to please 

check outside their property to see if any vegetation is overhanging footpaths and 

have trimmed it back. Thanks to all concerned. However, there are still a number 
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of pavements and pathways in particular that require some trimming of vegetation 

from adjoining gardens to ensure ease of passage. It is the responsibility of 
homeowners to ensure this is done. In some cases where for example, vegetation 

obscures a road sign or makes it very difficult for pedestrians to walk effectively, 

the PC may send a polite letter reminding residents of this civic duty. 

and bonfires! 
Once again, a repeated plea regarding another community spirited action. 

PLEASE:  could residents consider neighbours if they have the need for a bonfire. 

It is unacceptable for fires to be lit and spread smoke on bright summers’ days 
when neighbours wish to be sitting in the garden. 

Dog Waste 

Another community spirited plea to dog walkers. Please understand that 

dog waste can be a serious health risk so please ensure you pick up and 

dispose of the bag into one of the many bins around the village. 

Bin Collections 
Wednesday 29 July                            Black                 
Wednesday 5 August                                              Blue           Green 

Wednesday 12 August                       Black 

Wednesday 19 August                                            Blue           Green 
Wednesday 26 August                       Black 

Thursday 3 September                                         Blue           Green 

(changed collection date) 

 

  

 

Next PC Meeting and Annual Parish meeting: 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Tuesday 1

st
 Sept at 7:30 

pm (venue to be confirmed) 

Future PC Meeting Tuesday 3
rd

 November 7:30 pm (venue to be confirmed)                    
                                     Ian Minto  (Parish Clerk ) Ian.minto@bartonvillage.org  

 
Traffic and Barton 
As most are aware traffic has been highlighted as a significant issue with the 
Barton community. At the beginning of the year, traffic volume caused queues 

along the A603 and the B1046 for two hours every workday morning. With 

further development at Cambourne, Bourn airfield, St Neots, Orwell and 

Comberton, the volume of traffic is expected to double in the next five to ten years 
if nothing is done to control the growth. The Girton interchange, Cambourne to 

Cambridge (C2C) mass transport system and East West Rail (EWR) are big 

picture solutions that could help reduce the flow through our village and we will 
support these schemes if appropriate. Reducing traffic volume would help in many 

ways including a reduction in pollution- elegantly highlight by the children of 
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Barton school earlier in the year when they presented a petition to Cambridge 

County Council. Since lock down, traffic volumes have dropped significantly and 
it would be great if they could stay that way. Because of this, our recent focus as a 

Parish Council has been on speed. We have data gathered by the County Council 

and data from our own Mobile Vehicle Activated System (MVAS). These data 

show high average speeds and extreme top speeds on most of our roads. As an 
example: 40 mph and 48 mph speeds in a 30 mph zone on Wimpole Road is 

alarming with a top speed of 96 mph entering the village. We have approval to 

gather data on the A603 and also had many additional community Speed Watch 
sites surveyed. Since 6

th
 July Speed Watch has started again with three surveys so 

far. Gathering data and monitoring speed is key to what we do next to calm traffic 

and make Barton a safer place to live. In addition, we have engaged almost 
weekly with County Council Highways and Lina Nieto (our local county 

councillor) to explore traffic calming options. We are now at the stage where we 

understand what measures are allowed for traffic calming, how much they are 

likely to cost, and what we see are the best solutions for each road in our village. 
We have arranged a presentation on Wednesday 19th August in the Pavillon on 

the Recreation Ground throughout the day from 10.00am so that we can all agree 

on a long term plan. Traffic calming costs a lot of money and part of the 
discussion must include how we pay for this. It is also likely that any agreed 

scheme can only be implemented in stages so we need to agree on priorities. 

Barton Parish Council encourages all to come along, view plans and provide 
feedback so that we embark on a consistent strategy agreed by the whole 

community.                                       Andrew Martin (Parish Councillor) 

 
Report all Crime  

Police and Fire emergencies 999 

Non -emergency calls on 101 (goes through to Cambourne) 
Stay safe and well.               Sarah Pitchford (Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator) 

 

Barton WI 

Our local WI magazine, "County News" has appeared online during lockdown. 
The August edition is to have Nature as its theme, although there were additional 

requests for reports on craft projects, illustrated if possible, and for reviews of 

enjoyable books. Our members with appropriate interests are doing their best to 
meet these requests. As circumstances are so uncertain just now, we have decided 

to cancel the Harvest Supper we usually hold in the autumn. However, we hope to 

meet out of doors in August while observing social distancing and following the 

prescribed rules of hygiene. Fingers crossed for good weather.          Ann Killen  
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Wednesday Women WI 
Although still not meeting face to face, the WI ethos of friendship, enjoyment and 

making a difference locally, and even nationally, remains as strong as ever.   

Following this enforced time of doing things differently the way the WI operates 

may change but its objectives of truth, tolerance, fellowship and justice will not 
change.      

So in June members took part in ‘Summertime ‘tWIst’: a  gathering for  a virtual 

and distanced musical picnic arranged by the national WI. 
The meeting held in July went ahead via technology with Elaine McGregor giving 

an introduction to music therapy.  In August (19
th
) members plan to hold a socially 

distanced picnic (weather and situation permitting) and in September there is to be 
an evening of craft with materials distributed beforehand, and the tutor giving 

‘Zoom instruction’. As members come from several villages to this WI no one has 

to travel very far at all! When we do meet again the time together again it is at 

7.00pm on the third Wednesday of each month.                                 Ruth Bond                                                             

 
Just Singles 
We have been informed that the Pavilion is now open for use and we can have a 

Coffee morning on Saturday August 8th at 10am. I’m not sure what format this 

will have until we get further instructions but please put the date in your diaries & 

hopefully we will be able to meet again & enjoy a coffee together again at last. 
                                                                                                       Barbara Tomes. 

 
Barton Wildlife Group Report 
For last month’s report I put together sightings of wildlife that we had been 

informed about via WhatsApp, email and word of mouth during the lockdown 

period. Although the list gave some indication of the variety and richness of 
wildlife around the Village, it was far from exhaustive. Since the Parish Magazine 

was published at the beginning of July, we have been contacted via email and 

notified of further sightings of birds, such as Grey Partridges, Linnets and 

Lapwings, and wildflowers, such as Sainfoin (a pretty pink variety of vetch) and 
brilliant blue Viper’s Bugloss. A welcome addition to our migrant bird population 

has been Reed Warblers, which have been heard singing on Burwash’s dragonfly 

ponds. 
Over the next few weeks we are hoping to organise one or two socially-distanced 

walks around Barton to look for wildflowers, birds and insects. The first is 

planned for the morning of Saturday August 8
th

. If you would be interested to 

join us, please contact us for further details on bartonwildlife@gmail.com.  The 
process of seeing and trying to identify things for ourselves can be an enjoyable 

way of learning more about wildlife, but it is also worth knowing that the finding 
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of a single rare plant, bird or insect may contribute valuable data for local or even 

national records of bio-diversity.                                                   Annabel Keeler 
 

Comberton Library 

Tel: 0345 045 5225              www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Monday: 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 
Wednesday: 2.00 – 6.00 pm 

Great News!  As things stand at the time of writing, we are delighted to confirm 

that Comberton Library will re-open on Monday 3
rd

 August.  In the short term 
we will be working to revised opening hours and there will be no browsing of the 

shelves.  We will be open for two sessions a week, Mondays from 10.00 am until 

2.00 pm and Wednesdays 2.00 until 6.00 pm.   
In order to maintain a safe environment for both our customers and staff we will 

operate a queueing system outside the library, maintaining social distancing.  

Once inside the library you will be able to return books and collect items, which 

will have been issued already to your library card.  Specific titles can be reserved 
online from home in the normal way, although reservations for picture books have 

been suspended. There will be no reservation fees on adult cards for the time 

being.  We have also introduced a Select and Collect Request Service, which 
will enable you to request a selection of books based on your preference.  Staff 

will choose books based on the information provided and the stock available in the 

library.  Please use the online request form, available via: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library   If you do not have internet access, you can 

call Customer Services on 0345 045 5225 and the staff there will ensure that your 

request is forwarded to the library. We will contact you to let you know when 

your items are available to collect. 
Access to the IT facilities will be available by appointment only, with a limit of 

one 45 minute appointment per day per customer.  Again this will allow safe 

access and time for cleaning between customers.  Although the session time 
allowed is much shorter than in normal times, we are pleased to be able to tell you 

that, whilst the library has been closed, we have installed new computers with 

updated software, so hope that these will prove popular.  Printing and 

photocopying will not be available as there will be no handling of money.  
Silly Squad, the Summer Reading Challenge 2020. The Challenge is being 

presented by the Reading Agency and Libraries, and is being hosted digitally, 

continuing until September.  You can join the Silly Squad at 
www.sillysquad.org.uk.  Look out for more information on the Cambridgeshire 

Libraries website, Facebook and Twitter pages, and take part in the related craft 

activities on offer.   
Please continue to take care and we look forward to seeing you at Comberton 

Library.                                                                                    Rosemary Pryke 
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Barton Parish Council currently has TWO vacancies for Parish Councillors 
Further to the recent notices about becoming a Parish Councillor, the time has 

passed for an election to be held, so the Parish Council now wish to co-opt two 
people onto the council. 

If you would like to make a difference, and be involved in shaping the future 

of your local Community, why not step forward and apply to become a 

Barton Parish Councillor? 

       Do you want to serve your Community?  

       Do you have time or expertise which could benefit your Community?  

       Do you want to make a difference to all those around you? 
       Are you concerned about your local area? 

       Do you want to represent the views of local people? 

The council is a group of people with a common aim – to make Barton a great 
place to live for everyone. If you are interested in finding out more, please contact 

the Parish Clerk on:   clerk@bartonvillage.org or 07742256557 

 

Whenever there’s a problem  

And I don’t know what to do  

I stop right there  

And ask myself  

‘What would JESUS do?’ 

                 Whenever I am feeling low 
                 And just a little blue  

                 I stop right there 

                 And ask myself  

                ‘What would JESUS do?’ 

                                 Whenever my mind goes wandering  

                                 To where it shouldn’t do  

                                 I stop right there  

                                 And ask myself  

                                 ‘What would JESUS do?’ 

                                                        Whenever someone’s unkind to me  

                                                         It gets me in a stew 
                                                         I stop right there  

                                                         And ask myself  

                                                         ‘What would JESUS do?’ 

                                                                               Whenever days go by 

                                                                               And I don’t know what to do  

                                                                               I stop right there  

                                                                               And ask myself  

                                                                              ‘What would JESUS do?’   

                                                                                                              John Winterbourne     

Next issue: September and October- entries by 10
th
 August, please.      


