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October Services 

 
St Peter’s Church 

 
October 4

th 
9.30am  Holy Communion 

 

October 11
th

  9.30am   Morning Worship 

October 18
th  

9.30am  Holy Communion 

October 25
th  

9.30am Morning Worship  

 
Morning Prayer at 9.15am every Monday in church. 

Church is open for private prayer on Sundays 11am to 4pm and 

Mondays and Fridays 10am to 4pm. 

 
 

Barton Baptist Church 
                                

October 4
th 

   10.30am  Morning Worship – Paul Searle 
 

October 11
th

    10.30am   Morning Worship – Rev John  

    Ireland 

October 18
th  

   10.30am  Morning Worship – Robin Giles 

October 25
th  

   10.30am Morning Worship – Dominic  

    Jackson  

Our service will run from 10.30am to 11.00am at St Peter’s. 
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Dear Friends. 

 
Ten things I have learned through lockdown: 

1. I can run further than I thought (but not faster!) 

2. Zoom is an online conferencing tool, not an ice-lolly. 

3. A mug of tea is truly comforting. 
4. The rhythm of the farming calendar. 

5. The beauty of the buzzard’s cry. 

6. How small joys keep me going. 
7. To shop locally. 

8. How to wear a facemask (sadly) 

9. The importance of being grateful. 

10. Having questions is a good thing. 
 

Ten questions from lockdown that I’m thinking about: 

1. Where did all the bread flour go? 
2. In what ways can those of us who go to a church show that ‘church’ is 

community? 

3. What’s the difference between a red kite and a buzzard? 
4. How tired are my friends, family and neighbours? 

5. Am I doing enough to help without exhausting myself? 

6. Where have all the dragonflies come from? 

7. Where would Jesus be during a pandemic? 
8. How sad am I that I can’t hug those I love? (Very) 

9. How many ways are there to use plums? 

10. Where will we all be in three months? 
 

I’m sure I’ll learn more and have more questions, more faith and more doubts, 

more joys and more sorrows before any ‘new normal’ becomes ‘the normal’. 
During the time in between, may we all feel: comforted, cared for and a 

community. 

 

God bless. 
 

                             Corin Redsell (Associate minister in the Lordsbridge Team) 
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St Peter’s Church 
Morning Prayer at 9.15 am every Monday in church. The Church is open for 

private prayer on Sundays between 11am and 4pm and on Mondays and 
Fridays between 10am and 4pm. At the moment we have to have it closed on 

other days to make cleaning easier and the church safer. 

 

Church News 

Funeral and Cremation.  Thursday July 23
rd

:  Chris Ennis. 

 
September is usually the month for our Harvest Festival and Gift Day.  Gift 

Day will be on Saturday September 12th and our harvest celebration on 

Sunday September 13th.  We are planning something a little different for 

harvest festival and the short service will be held outdoors in the churchyard -
weather permitting!  A leaflet for Gift Day will be distributed round the village. 

Annual Church Meeting on Monday September 7th at 11am in the church.  

All parishioners are invited to attend this short meeting. 
Ride and Stride for Churches Saturday12

th
 September. The Cambridgeshire 

Historic Churches Trust are planning to go ahead with their annual Ride and 

Stride for Churches event on 12
th
 September. While Covid-19 regulations mean 

it won’t be quite the same this year, the organisers feel it’s important to go ahead 

in some form to raise much-needed funds for our churches. If you’d like to know 

more, or to download the necessary documents, please see: 

www.camhct.uk/rideandstride/   or contact Anne Coulson   (262666) 
 

Barton Baptist Church News 

“Life is slippery….take my hand”. These were some of the words in a note from 

PC Andrew Harper given to his bride, Lissie, on their wedding morning. He 

didn’t take her hand for long. Four weeks later PC Harper was intervening in the 

theft of a quad bike when he became entangled in a rope attached to the getaway 

car and was dragged a mile to his death. The court case has hit the headlines and 

there is outrage at the soft sentencing of those involved in PC Harper’s death.  

He had only been married for four weeks. His wife is now campaigning to see 

new legislation called ‘Andrew’s Law’ that imposes an automatic life sentence 

with no parole for all criminals who take the life of a police officer. I have caught 

myself thinking about this case. All the weddings which were booked at Rectory 

Farm have been postponed until next year. Gradually, one by one, the couples 

have had to come to terms with the reality that Covid has deprived them of their 

long-awaited big day. There has been disappointment, frustration and sorrow. 

But it has been humbling to see their acceptance and the determination to find 
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another date to tie the knot next year! I have also been challenged by my own 

attitudes to justice and forgiveness. Could I forgive the people whose behaviour 

had led to my husband’s death? I concluded I could if justice was fair and the 

punishment met the crime. But as a Christian, am I missing the point? Does God 

forgive me because He has punished me? Or am I forgiven because He loves 

me? “But” I find myself arguing “I am not as bad as those people, I have never 

engaged in actions which have led to someone’s death! It is much easier for God 

to forgive me! They need to be taught a lesson”. When Jesus was dying on the 

cross he said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.’ 

In Isaiah 41:10 we read “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, 

for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand”. God through His son Jesus has promised to take our right 

hand and if we are truly repentant will not only forgive us but will also be there 

to guide and help us. We just need to ask Him.                              Alison Foster  

                                                                 

St Peter’s have kindly offered for Barton Baptist Church to use their church 

for the time being. This will help us to keep the social distancing rules. Our 

services will run from 10.30am to 11.00am at St Peter’s. 

 

Barton Parish Council Jottings  
Community spirit and thoughtfulness 
Following some communication with residents, could everyone be aware of the 

potential disruptive nature of noise nuisance late in the night whilst the lovely 

summer weather is being enjoyed to the full. For information: if persistent, 

between 11pm and 7am are the times Environmental Health Officers at SCDC 
recognise as worthy of investigation. 

Barton PC website                                                                                               

We hope many residents are accessing the new Barton PC website and it can be 
viewed on https://bartonvillage.org/ The PC hopes the easy access to the dates of: 

council meetings, minutes, agendas, planning applications will be informative 

and the news items posted on a regular basis can be seen to the bottom of the 
home page. There is a still some more content to add but we hope residents will 

subscribe to the regular newsletter and also give feedback and ask any questions 

via the contact form. The messages go through to our Parish Clerk, who will then 

forward them on to the relevant Councillor. 

Overhanging Trees and Vegetation 

Another month has gone by and once again a polite reminder to residents to 

please check outside their property to see if any vegetation is overhanging any 
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adjacent footpaths, pavements or roads and in need of pruning or cutting back. It 

is the responsibility of homeowners to ensure this is done. In some cases 

where, for example, vegetation obscures a road sign or makes it very difficult for 
pedestrians to walk effectively, the PC may send a polite letter reminding 

residents of this civic duty. However, many thanks to residents who have 

contacted the Clerk to report vegetation issues and to those who have acted. 
Councillors have now identified a number of issues that need to be dealt with and 

have been in contact with SCDC where ‘responsibility’ is not clear; an action 

plan is being designed going forward. 
 

Bin Collections 

Wednesday  26/8/20                      Black 

Thursday       3/9/20                                                 Blue             Green    

Wednesday   9/9/20                       Black    

Wednesday   16/9/20                                              Blue             Green    

Wednesday   23/9/20                     Black    

Wednesday   30/9/20                                              Blue             Green    

Wednesday   7/10/20                     Black    

Wednesday   14/10/20                                            Blue             Green    

Wednesday   21/10/20                   Black    

Wednesday   28/10/20                                            Blue             Green    

    

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on  

Tuesday 8th September at 7:30 pm via zoom technology. Parish 

Councils are still not yet allowed to hold face to face meetings. 

Should this change notification will appear on PC website and village 

noticeboards 

Future PC Meeting Tuesday 3
rd

 November 7:30 pm Venue tbc 
                                     Ian Minto (Parish Clerk ) ian.minto@bartonvillage.org  

 

Public Consultation on Traffic  
More than 60 people came along to the Pavilion on Wednesday 19

th
 August 2020 

to review Barton Parish Council’s proposals to address traffic issues throughout 

the village. Posters displayed viable options for traffic calming including: 
lowering the speed limit in the centre of the village in front of the school, road 

narrowing, and buffer zones. Speed monitoring (using visual speed displays), 

community Speedwatch and policing were also discussed, as was safe crossings at 
various places. Pollution was a major concern raised by Barton school children, as 
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was parking raised by various residents, and these were also included in the 

discussions and displays. As any road changes have to be funded by the 
community, costs for each project were presented.  The question was then asked: 

how residents felt about funding these projects through various means, including 

an increase in the precept, privately fund or relying on small multiple-year local 

highway initiative (LHI) grants. Feedback forms were provided in order to rank 
the various options and address the funding question.  

Despite the weather, sessions throughout the day were well attended and the 

Parish Council wish to thank everyone for their support and considered responses. 
The next stage in the process is to bring forward firm plans based on this public 

consultation at the next Parish Council meeting (see date above) with a view of 

submitting our proposals  to County Council Highways by the end of September. 
                                                                        Andrew Martin (Parish Councillor) 

 

Barton Village Charitable Trust 
Following a number of legal and procedural negotiations over the last year or so, 

the Trustees are pleased to announce the commencement of the Barton Village 

Charitable Trust (Charity number 1188507). The purpose of the Trust is to act as a 
vehicle in support of applications which will benefit the village without usurping 

or conflicting with any other bodies set up in the village for different purposes.  

The current Trustees are: John Boocock (Chair), Ian Minto ex-officio (Secretary 
and Treasurer) and Cathy Izzard of Tees Law.  

The broad objectives of the Trust are written in Part 1 Section 3 of the Trust Deed 

(established 27
th
 July 2018) are “to apply income or capital to charitable objects 

and purposes as the Trustees in their discretion think fit”. 

The Trust has been endowed with a modest amount of seed capital and it is hoped 

that in time this will increase by way of donations and legacies so as to make a 

real contribution to the development of the village. 

The trust will report annually to the Charities Commission in February and at the 

Annual Parish Meeting in April each year. 

Applications to which the Trust’s funds may be applied are now invited, to be not 

later than 31
st
 October. Later application dates are likely to be invited twice per 

year, once in January and once in July and will be advertised in the village (dates 

to be confirmed). The Trustees expect to be able to decide on applications within 

one month. 

Initially, each individual grant will be up to a maximum of £1000. 

The Trust criteria and parameters on which applications will be judged are: 

1. It will benefit to as wide a community in the village as possible. 
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2. It will not conflict with, but can co-operate with, other bodies in the 

village.  

3. It was not set up to usurp Parish Council responsibilities. 

4. It does not aim to support individuals or families fallen on hard times. 

5. Applications will be judged on their merits. 

Application forms or other information may be obtained from:  

ian.minto@bartonvillage.org 

 

News from Cambridgeshire Fire Service. 

How ‘what3words’ can help 999 #KnowExactlyWhere 

‘what3words’ has helped to locate nearly 4,000 incidents since it first started 

being used by emergency services. Every 3metre square in the world has a unique 

identifier made of three words  making the location of any emergency very easy to 

describe and share. For example: ///tortoises.swarm.announce will take you to a 

precise location on Ben Nevis where, in February 2020, a group of hikers were 

rescued. To locate, search or navigate to a what3words address, all you need is the 

free app. Make sure you have it downloaded on your device and know how to use 

it to help save time, resources and lives. 

Test your smoke alarm! Did you know that you should test your smoke alarms at 

least once a month? Or that you should have smoke alarms on every floor of your 

home? Or that Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service do free home visits to 

make sure your home is fire safe? Visit this website for helpful tips and 

advice: https://firekills.campaign.gov.uk/ 

Sign up to receive the latest news and safety advice from your fire service. 

Want to get all the latest news, safety advice or vacancies delivered straight to 

your inbox? Choose what you want to hear about, and update your subscriber 

preferences at any time. Sign up to our mailing list at: bit.ly/CambsFireBulletins 

For more information: call 01480 444500 log on to www.cambsfire.gov.uk  or 

follow us on social media. 

 

Report all Crime  
Police and Fire emergencies 999 

Non -emergency calls on 101 (goes through to Cambourne) 

Stay safe and well.               Sarah Pitchford (Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator) 
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Barton WI 

Our members were saddened to hear that Denman College, WI's national 
educational institution, which has provided a wide variety of practical and 

theoretical courses over many decades, is going to have to close. Despite 

members' best efforts, it has struggled financially for some time and the 

restrictions imposed by the Covid 19 lockdown have delivered a final blow. Many 
Barton WI members have spent enjoyable breaks at Denman supported by our 

special bursary and we now have to decide what should happen to the fund which 

produces that. 
Happily we were able to hold our traditional August out-of-doors meeting which 

was very well attended. Socially distant, we sat in the shade of an enormous oak 

tree to exchange news and views. Everyone much enjoyed the afternoon and there 
is a hope that we might be able to hold a similar gathering in September, if the 

weather is kind.                                                                                  Ann Killen  

 

Wednesday Women WI 
An informal gathering was held on August 19th at the White Horse Inn, Barton, 

with members dining together at the allowed social distance.  Good company, and 

it was wonderful to share conversation directly once again.   
Members have become accustomed to meetings held over Zoom and we return to 

this format on September 16
th
 when  we shall try our hand at the fine art of  

making paper flowers with instruction from the Federation’s Craft Committee 
chairman, Lynda Neech, a member of Wednesday Women WI. 

On October 21
st
 we shall be joined by the writer of romance,  R J Gould, to hear 

of  'The life of an author - a strange mix of heaven and hell'.  We wait with baited 

breath and are assured it will be an enjoyable gathering as we Zoom from different 
parts of the county. 

Ten years ago the National Federation of WI’s was sure there would be interest in 

a virtual WI but there was no real means at that time of  setting one up.   The 
world, let alone the WI, now has the answer, and the virtual world of Zoom has 

meant that many members may continue to enjoy their monthly meetings. Each 

meeting of Wednesday Women WI is held on the third Wednesday of the month 

and the Zoom screen always has room for more. For more details contact the 
President: Sue Curryer on: securryer@gmail.com                             Ruth Bond                                                             

 

Barton Wildlife Group Report 

On August 8
th
 a few of us gathered at the Woodland Burial Ground for our first 

‘field trip’ since lockdown. Our aim was to look for wildflowers and insects, 
especially butterflies. The weather was hot and sunny, so perfect for insects. We 

began our search in the glade opposite the Lodge, to the West of the South Glebe. 

At first sight the area looked quite overgrown, and some wildflowers, such as 
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Chicory, Sow-Thistle and Teasel, had already gone to seed, but in amongst the 

haphazard tangle of plants were plenty of nectar-rich flowers for insects to feed 
on, including: Knapweed, Birds-foot Trefoil, Ragwort, Self-heal and Wild 

Marjoram.  

As we walked along, the warm air was almost dancing with butterflies. There 

were dozens of Meadow Browns, and plenty of Large and Small Whites. In 
addition, there were large numbers of blue butterflies, the bigger ones probably 

being male Common Blues – the brown females spend most of the time 

‘nectaring’ close to the ground and laying eggs, whilst the few smaller blue 
butterflies may have been Small Blues. It is possible that there were also some 

individuals of another species, the Brown Argus, which can look superficially like 

the female Common blue. Butterflies only open their wings in flight and close 
them when at rest, and this can make precise identification difficult.  One obliging 

exception that we found was the Gatekeeper. This butterfly, also known as the 

Hedge Brown, keeps its wings open when feeding, showing off splashes of bright 

orange on its fore- and hindwings. These were also fairly numerous. As we 
wandered around the different areas of the South Glebe, we saw other insects, 

including Honey Bees, Buff-tailed Bumble-bees, Ruddy Darter dragonflies, 

various solitary bees and hoverflies, and a few crickets and grasshoppers that were 
photographed and now await identification – unfortunately, local experts Vince 

Lea and Louise Bacon were not able to join us that day.  

After almost two hours, the heat was beginning to defeat us. But just as we were 
about to leave we saw a brief flash of golden yellow fly past us. Was it a migrant 

Clouded Yellow or a recently-hatched Yellow Brimstone? There was no way of 

being sure, for it had soon fluttered out of sight.                         Annabel Keeler 

 
‘Doubling Nature in Action’ seminar on Wednesday 16

th
 September via 

Zoom 

naturalcambridgeshire.org uk has ambitious plans to double the area of rich 
wildlife habitats and natural green space across the region. They invite you to join 

them for online talks about their strategic vision and to launch a series of practical 

steps and guidance to allow everyone to contribute to ‘doubling nature’ in the 

county. Reserve your place on-line.           From Carly Leonard (Chief Executive)  
 

Unsolicited seeds in the post. 

The Animal and Plant Health Agency strongly advise that these seeds are 

not planted or disposed of in the bin. For more information contact: 

planthealth.info@gov.uk 
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Comberton Library 
Tel: 0345 045 5225              www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library 

Monday: 10.00 am – 2.00 pm 

Wednesday: 2.00 – 6.00 pm 

We opened the doors of Comberton Library at the beginning of August, and have 
been delighted to see many of our customers in the few weeks we have been open.  

Currently, we are working to revised opening hours: see above. 

At present there is no browsing of the shelves, and in order to maintain a safe 
environment for both our customers and staff we are operating a queueing system, 

as necessary, outside the library, to maintain social distancing.  Once inside the 

library you are able to return books and collect pre-ordered items, which will have 

been issued already to your library card.  Specific titles can be reserved online 
from home in the normal way, although reservations for picture books have been 

suspended. There are no reservation fees on adult cards for the time being.  We 

have also introduced a Select and Collect Request Service, which enables you to 
request a selection of books based on your preference.  Staff will choose books 

based on the information provided and the stock available in the library.  Please 

use the online form, available via www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/library to make 
your requests.  If you do not have internet access, you can call Customer Services 

on 0345 045 5225, and the staff there will ensure that your request is forwarded to 

the library. We will contact you to let you know when your items are available to 

collect. 
Access to the IT facilities is available by appointment only, with a limit of one 

45 minute appointment per day per customer.  Again this is to allow safe access 

and time for cleaning between customers.  Although the session time allowed is 
much shorter than in normal times, we are pleased to be able to tell you that we 

now have new computers with updated software, so hope that these will prove 

popular.  Printing and photocopying are available, but, as there is no cash 
handling, you will need change to drop into the photocopier coin box, 20p per 

page of A4 black and white and 75p per colour page.  Printing costs are the same 

and can be paid for by dropping the change into the library’s donation box. 

EngAGE online is a new offer from Cambridgeshire Libraries and is a 
programme of talks and interactive events for adults, free to join and hosted on 

Zoom.  The weekly events are on Tuesday afternoons, 2.00 – 3.00 pm.  A virtual 

ticket is required and full details are available in the ‘join in with our online 
events’ listing on the library website.                                        Rosemary Pryke    

 

Open Eco Homes – Autumn Season 
Has spending more time at home got you thinking about home improvement? The 
upcoming government Green Homes Grant offers homeowners and landlords 

grants up to £5,000 to cover two-thirds of the cost of many home energy 
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improvements. Local charity Cambridge Carbon Footprint is offering free 

advice on how to renovate your home to make it more comfortable and energy 
efficient with their Open Eco Homes Autumn Season. After 10 years running live 

events, this year they’ve offering their home tours and talks online. There are 8 

tours and 3 talks to choose from, running between September 14 to October 20. 

Details and registration at: http://openecohmes.org/autumnseason. 
 

Bells That Summon  
In the August edition of this magazine, mention was made of the death of Anne 

Baker who was born in Comberton but lived in this village intermittently, visiting 

her mother, Marjorie Baker, at 62 Wimpole Road for many years.   

From the mid 1990s   Anne lived on the Leys at No 60 Wimpole Road; although 
she returned to live in Oxford, where she had taught since 1961, her time in the 

cottage holds many happy memories.      

Here I share her words, lately discovered.                                            Ruth Bond 

 
Bell practice at Barton Church as heard from The Leys, Barton, on a starry 

night. 
The moon in Scorpio stands, 

Bright Venus at her side above the tree. 

The country sounds and shadows of the night 
Arouse the fox to lift a paw to heaven. 

The black grass glassy beneath his tread, 

The pathway, white towards the cottage light. 
No sound, no sound at all 

But crystal air and whirling echoes of the beat of bells 

Beneath the stars. 

The night is really bright, truly bright, 
The bells are keen upon the ear. 

As seeming like Advent.  

Full of expectation.                                  Anne Baker 1932 – 2020 
 

 

 

 

Next issues: November  then double issue for December/January.  
Entries by 10

th
 of the prior month, please. Many thanks. 
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Diary & Rotas SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

7
th
 Monday                    11.00am Annual Church Meeting 

8th Tuesday 7.30pm          Parish Council Meeting - via   

   Zoom technology 

12
th
 Saturday 10.00am Just Singles Coffee, The Pavilion 

12
th
 Saturday             St Peter’s Church Gift Day 

13
th
 Sunday               Open Air Harvest Festival 

16
th 

Wednesday   
 
          7.30pm        Wednesday Women WI via Zoom 

 

Church Cleaning Coffee  

 5th
Ruth Barnes & Ruth Bond    

    

 19
th

Rachel Howland-Jackson & 

family 
  

    

 
Reading Flowers 

 6
th

Jennifer Donkin & Meta 

Greenfield 

 6
th

Meta Greenfield 

 13
th

Margaret Winterbourne & Ann  

Killen 

 14
th

 

 20
th

  20
th

Maggie Edwards 

 

27th Peter Smith & Barbara Tomes   

 

 
 


